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NARCONAH ENTERS A SCENE OF 
FELICITY. 


public road, and as they felt fatigued, 


of ſeeing ſome cottage or inn, where 
they might lodge and reſt. 


At length, as the evening ap- 
poached, they heard the ſound of 
Vor. III. ao 


Tar young adventurers rejoiced to 
ind themſelves once more on the 


looked anxiouſly forward, in hopes 
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cheerful muſic, and turned to that 
ſide from whence it proceeded. 


As they advanced, they beheld 4 
group of country people, dancing 
with every ſign of glee and rapture; 
beneath the trees, ſat ſome aged, and 
ſome weary, who laughed and ſung 
as the muſic played, and the dancers 
danced around. 


b 

4 
4 
j 
4 
. 


“ Truly,” ſaid Narconah to his 
companien, © this is the firſt ſcene 
of joy I have witneſſed; here mirth 
ſeems to have forgotten toil, and 
feſtivity to have baniſhed care. | 
ſhould imagine theſe people are 
eminently happy, at leaſt if they are 
not ſo, it cannot be their own faults, 
for they endeavour ſurely to make 
themſelves appear ſo.” 
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There appears to be merriment 
among them,” rephed Haram, © but 
mirth is not always a teſt of happi- 


neſs; in my ſhort acquaintance with 
the world, I have heard miſery laugh 
loudly, while happineſs but ſerenely 
ſniled in tranquillity and peace; the 
country people before us, are, how- 
ever, as likely to be happy as any I 
know of, for their manners beſpeak 
rural ſimplicity, and the more ſimpli- 


city we find, the more likely are we 
to diſcover ſatisfaction and content- 


ment.“ 


By this time they reached the 


peaſants. Narconah and his com- 


panion watched the dancers for 


awhile, till being perceived by them, 
they all topped, and invited the new 
comers to join in the convivial ſcene. 
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This, however, they declined, urg- 
ing as an excuſe, that they were 
weary with their journey. 


They ſat down therefore on the 
graſs, near the old people, and par- 
took of the repaſt of milk and dates 
that was ſet before them. 

Narconah obſerving one of the 
female dancers much more finely 
decorated than the reſt, and that all 
paid her attention, enquired of 
Haram what might be the reaſon 
—_ | 


An old Goatherd who fat by them, 
overhearing the queſtion, told them 
that they were celebrating a wed- 
ding, that the girl they alluded to 
was the bride, his daughter, and that 


although he was old and feeble, he 
N had 
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| had danced long that day, and would 
go and dance again. So ſaying, he 
leaped nimbly up, and joined the 
group; when his aukward manners 
and extravagant geſtures, renewed 
the mirth and laughter of the be- 
holders. 


“ Surely,” exclaimed Narconah, 
«theſe people have attained at this 


moment the ſummit of earthly feli- 


city. If in any place life is to be 
enjoyed in purity, it is here; if theſe 
are not contented I will abandon my 
ſearch for ever. Let us aſk of the old 
Goatherd, if he is not n con- 
tented?ꝰ 


Forbear that,” replied Haram, 
* unleſs you would throw a damp on 
his preſent joy, by recalling to his 
mind paſt or expected ills. I have 
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often myſelf lamented, when too late 
that in reflecting on the happineſs of 
another's ſituation, I have deſtroyed 
that apparent happineſs in a mo- 


ment. Mankind are unfortunately 
too generally prone to look to the 


worſt, inſtead of the brighteſt fide of 
life ; and when you comment on a 
man's happineſs, his firſt care is to 


tell you of the misfortunes he has 
ſurmounted, or the difficulties he ſtil 
expects to encounter.” 


„ have heard my friend, whom I 


have loſt, ſay the ſame thing,” re- 
plied Narconah, and I then la- 


mented, as I again do, that man 
ſhould be 10 much the enemy of his 


own peace.” 


« have heard wiſe people pte 
tend to account for this,” rejoined 
1 the 


Ly 


11S 
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the young pilgrim, © hut I never yet 


found any one who could anſwer my 


enquiries, even to his own fatisfac- 
tion. Some have told me, that in- 
quietude of mind and reſtleſſneſs of 
idea, are inherent in man, and that 


the perpetual evolutions of thought, 


are the cauſes which operate in fo 


forcible a manner to make men dil- 


contented and diſſatisfied. I cannot, 


| however, perceive why their thoughts 
| ſhould ever take ſo uncomfortable a 


turn, as to make them always un- 
happy, unleſs the affertion be true, 


which philoſophers have made—that 


man by the will of heaven, is 
doomed to miſery and wretchedneſs 


on earth.“ 


* Such a ſuppoſition is ridiculous,” 


interrupted Narconah © as ſuch a 
fiat would be highly inconſiſtent with 
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8 THE CREOLE. 


the beneficence of ſuch a being as 


you deſcribe the omnipotent Alla. 
Great ſtrength and power, even in 


man, have been remarked to be moſt 
inclined to ſuccour wretchedneſs, 


and leaſt likely to inflict it. It is not 
- therefore probable, that if any ſupe- 


rior being, ſuch as you deſcribe, really 


exiſts, Pak it ſhould be his ae to 


make his creatures unhappy.” 


If he does,” replied Haram, 
he does even that with a great and 


a good intention ; he means by mak- 
ing the world the feat of care, to 


alienate men's minds from contract- 
ing too great an affection for 1t—but 
it is poſlible, nay it is moſt probable, 
that he does not interfere in the 
regulation of our happineſs on earth. 


It is to their own actions, to their 


own follies and vices, that men are 
indebted 
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indebted for the miſery they expe- 

rience; and this is the moſt likely, as 
we always ſee nations which are the 

moſt luxurious, and the moſt vicious, 

the moſt truly unhappy and diſcon- 

tented “ 


« And yet,” anſwered N arconah, 
J recollect what my friend and 
inſtructor has often obſerved, that 
the moſt virtuous are not always the 
moſt happy; and this I confidered as 
a very good argument in favour of 
his maxim of futurity, and for thge 
ſuperintendance of a ſuperior being; 
ſince even the virtuous, whoſe actions 
would naturally make them happy, 
are expoſed to ill, it ſhould appear 
that the reward is to- be looked for 
not ſo much in this world as in the 
next, 
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CHAP. Il. 


THE OLD GOATHERD EXPATIATES 
ON THE HAPPINESS OF A COUN- 
TRY LIFE. — 


Ar this period of the converſation 


the dance ended; the country people 


flocked round the travellers, . and 
ſeated themſelves on the graſs, while 
the bridegroom bid them welcome. 
One among them then ſung the follow- 
ing ſong, while the remainder of the 
group joined cheerfully in the chorus: 


SONG. 


When the MoRNiNG decks the ſky, 
And nature ſmiles in colours gay, 
Then we tune our roundelay; 

Or cheerful to the mountains fly, 

Obedient to the hunter's cry, 

And thus employ the day. 


When 
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When the NOONT IDE heat is come, 
We ſeek the till ſequeſter'd grove, 
By the murm'ring ſtreamlet rove, 
Or ſlowly thro? the thicket roam 
That leads to ſome lov'd fav rite's home, 
And there we talk of love. 


When the EVENING breezes riſe, 
And nature ſinks to peace ſerene, 


Here the happy group is [cenger 
Joy is ſparkling in all eyes, 
When o'er the plain each lover flies 
To dance upon the green. 


Then the vie ar of fable hue, 


Stops our ſports, yet brings not forrow, 

E'en from night ſome hours we borrow. 
Then we have our pleaſures too, | 
We laugh, and fing, and plan anew, 

Freſh pleaſures for the morrow. - 


The evening being now far ad- 
vanced, they all aroſe to retire to 
their habitations, and Narconah and 
Haram were conducted by the old 
Goatherd to his cottage, where they 
had been invited to repoſe that 
right. 
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It has ever been one of the plea- 


ſures of imagination,” faid Haram, 


as they walked on, © to paint ſuch \ 


ſcenes, and familiarize ſuch pictures 


as theſe; they are however ſeldom, 
I fancy, to be really found. The 
pencil of the painter, and the ſong 
of the Poet, have moſtly been em- 


ployed in celebrating them; but 


they have been regarded more gene- 
rally as the offspring of their fancies, 


than as the genuine portraits of 


rural life.“ 


" mages,” ſaid the old Goat- 
herd, © your obſervation is a juſt 


one. Few ſuch ſcenes as theſe are 


to be met with. The wiſdom of 
nations, and the folly of individuals, 
have alike tended to deſtroy them. 
The policy. of good governments has 
drawn together the people to a cen- 
tre, 


THE CREQLE 23 


tire, and the avarice or madneſs of 
our lamented ſwains has led them to 
the ſnare. Thus moſt men are de- 
© firous of ſettling in large cities, 
where wealth is moſt profuſe, and 
the falſe pleaſures of life as abun- 


dantly appear as the toys for chil : 
dren in the windows of our artificers. 


There are few however, [ imagine, that 
have abandoned the fimplicity of a 


country life, but have regretted their 
own folly in the end; but they have 


regretted it when it was too late to 


return. When the mind is once 


engroſſed by avarice, or ſeized with a 
deſire of power or fame, the real re- 
liſh for ſimple nature is loſt and de- 
ſtroyed. When ſimplicity is once 
gone, it is gone for ever; like the 
. modeſty of virgin innocence, once 
forſaken it never can return, 
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14 THE CREOLE. 


© But the exuberance of a well. 


conſtructed fancy may remedy this 


defect, and a mind replete with ima- 
ges, may ſupply the hiatus in reality, 


The painter in his chamber, may ſur- 


round himſelf with the warm aad 


vivid hues of nature; and the poet 


may cloſe his eyes, and conceive him- 
ſelf in an Elyſium of his own crea- 


tion. 


“ Theſe may ſmile at the village 
ſports of ſimplicity they may admire 
the ſublime and the beautiful. No- 
thing need eſcape the comprehen- 
ſive ſcope of fancy's eye. The gran- 
deur of the foreſt ſcenery—the mi- 
nuteneſs of the botanic garden— 


the verdure of the lawn, and the 
rough hues of the mountains—the 


roarings of the troubled ocean, and 


the ſmooth meanderings of the rivulet, 


by 


by turns contraſted, may aid the 
warm glow of fancy; while the en- 
raptured ſoul, borne on the wings 
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of great imagination, thinks it has 


paſt the troubles of the world, and 
found a happy paradiſe on earth.“ 


Narconah and his companion were 
all amazement, to hear the old Goat- 
herd talk in this ſtrain. They had, 
by this time, entered the ſmall neat 


cottage of their hoſt, and were ſeated, 
becauſe they would not interrupt his 


diſcourſe; around ſtood many of 
the peaſants, who ſmiled as the old 
man talked ; and who waited in ex- 
pettation of the converſation wy 
continued. 


„permit me,” faid Narconah, 
to enquire, how a man like you, who 
appear to have been brought up in 
| „5 the 
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the ſimplicity of a rural life, ſhould 
have gained ſo competent a know- 
| ledge of mankind, and fo extenſive 
an information of their ways and 
purſuits? You muſt uin have 
lived among them.“ 


« ] have,” reſumed the other,” 
« and ſome people think I am crazy, 
becauſe I indulge in certain vagaries ; 
but I will abide by my maxim—that 
he has the moſt ſolid good ſenſe, who 
endeavours to cheat life of its incum- 
brances ; and let the means be how- 
ever abſurd or extravagant, to paſs 
away time without perceiving its 
flight, and to advance to old age 
without feeling its weight.” 


« Strange,” interrupted Narconah, 
is it poſſible that a mind can exiſt {o 


vacant, that it cannot, in this vaſt 
world, 
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world, find perpetual ſubjects for in- 
quiry and information ? Is it poſſible 
that rational beings ſhould ever live 


to ſay, that time hangs upon them, 
while there is ſtill ſo much to learn 


and fo much to diſcover ?”. 


« You ſpeak like a very young 
man indeed,” replied the Goatherd, 
« Tſhould be tempted to imagine you 


had juſt entered the world, fince you 


expreſs ſo much ſurprize at hearing 
the common ſentiments of all men. 
Mankind, as they have different pur- 


.# a . FF. GS . . | 
ſuits, and different inclinations, have 


alſo different diſpoſitions of mind. 


There are ſome among them, who 
never feel the ſenſations againſt which 


you ſo much exclaim. Minds that 
are active in the purſuit of know- 


ledge, are the leaſt liable to them; 


but with a man of pleaſure, the inter- 
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SY val of time - between each 3 
Is tedious and oppreſſive. In the 
x ſearch after wiſdom, the lapſe of time 
Y 8 s filent and imperceptible, and the 
| our that is ſpent in improvement 
paſſes rapidly away; but all heads 
are not calculated to be wiſe—mine 
is not for one, and I therefore endea- 
vour to amuſe myſelf in the beſt way! 
can ſhall leave you for awhile to 
do the ſame, while I attend a little to 
my other gueſls.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 
HAPPINESS PROVED TO BE IDEAL. 


WIXN the old Goatherd was gone, 
the ſurprize of the travellers con- 
tinued; they thought there was ſome- 
thing moſt ſingular in his manners 
and converſation, and formed nume- 


rous conjectures on his ſituation. 


Narconah imagined he was one re- 
duced from a better ſituation in life, 


where he had learned a jargon of ſen- 


timent, which he ſported without 
feeling its meaning, and which 
poſſibly he did not underſtand ; as 
he ſtill thought it impoſſible any 


one could confider time as a bur- 


then. 


Haram 
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Haram declared he knew not v chat 
to think; and they continued to ſtart 
new ſuppoſitions, till the return of 
their hoſt put an end to their dif 
courſe. | 


He returned however to continue 
the converſation. My friends,” 
ſaid he, © all you have this day ſeen, 
all that- you now ſee around you, is 
the work of a ſort of enchantment. 
I hope you have been enough de- 
_ ceived to make you admire my arti- 
ficial ſimplicity of nature; if you 
have, I ſhall be gratified. Your queſ- 
tions have led me to confeſſion. I 
will now acknowledge to you that 

I am not the humble peaſant you 
think me; I am a man of fortune 
and independence, and this is the 
method I make uſe of to render myſelf 


rr. 
6 have 
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I have ſought felicity in the cir- 
cles of the great, and in the cottage 


of the peaſant ; but I have ſought it 
where it was not to be found. The 


great are unhappy by conceit, and 


the poor are ſo by conſtraint. 


« I therefore gave up my purſuit, 


becauſe I found it was painful to my 
feelings to hear perpetual complaints, 


and reſolved to eſtabliſh felicity in 


the world on my own footing. 


« In purſuance of my plan, I 


erected this cottage, and decorated 
my farm in a ſtyle of perfect rural 


beauty; my ſervants I dreſſed as the 


peaſants of the country, and reſolved 


to omit no circumſtance that might 


tend to ſelf-deception and ſelf-ſatis- 


faction. 
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am now convinced that hap- 


pineſs is all imaginary ; but that he 
who chooſes to be contented may be 
nearly happy. I have been cenſured 


by many for my folly, but as I pleaſe 
myſelf without doing injury to any 


one, I am determined to 80 on. 


« have imitated in my own man- 
ners thoſe of the ancient fathers, and 
my young viſitors copy the charac- 
ters of the ſwains. I have brought 
up my daughter in as much ignorance | 
of the world as poſſible ; becauſe J 


hold ignorance to be better than 


knowledge, when * oſt : 
conſiſt of evil as well as good. 3 


« She is this day married to a 


young man of family and good ſenſe ; 
one who complies with my humour, 
and lives with me here in retirement. 


We 
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The young men and women whom 
you have this day ſeen in the dance, 
are my friends, and the friends of 
my ſon-in-law. —They will ſtay with 
me a few days, when their abſence 
will be ſupplied by another ſet; for I. 
keep up mirth and feſtivity in one 
ſhape or other throughout the whole 
year, and while I ſubmit to be laughed 
at myſelf, reſolve to laugh heartily at 
the cares and ſolemn follies of the 
reſt of the world. 
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„My friends, I have told you my 
ſtory; the door of my cottage is al- 
ways open as well to ſtrangers as to 
friends; if you can ſtay here and 
make yourſelves happy, I ſhall be 
pleaſed with your company as long 
as you ſhall be pleaſed to give it me. 
You will be at your own diſpoſal, and 
may amuſe yourſelves better with the 
5 young 
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young folks of your own age, than 
you poſſibly can with a tireſome, 
though merry old man like me.? 


At the concluſion of this converſa- 
tion the pretended Goatherd aroſe, 
and as the evening was far advanced, 
and the travellers were fatigued with 
their journey, they requeſted leave to 
retire to reſt. 


In the chamber allotted them were 
two plain ſofa's, and Narconah, who 
had not changed his clothes for fo 
long a time, was muchrefreſhed by ſo 
doing—Haram flung himſelf on the 
bed in his garments, and they were 
ſoon faſt aſleep in quietude and peace. 


3 
L 


CHAP. 


* 


of 
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CHAP. IV. 


AN ADVENTURE—WHICH TEACHES 
THE YOUNG TRAVELLERS THE 


INSTABILITY OF HUMAN HOPES. 


Narcon AH and the young Pil- 


grim flept ſoundly, the fleep of inno- 


cence is ſweet and undifturbed, as 


are the ſlumbers of fatigue; like the 
\ reſt from toil, it is found and unm- 
terrupted, and wakes in the morning 
refreſhed and ſtrengthened. 


The young travellers roſe early, 


and though they regretted to quit a 


ſpot in which there was at leaſt the 


appearance of happineſs, they were 


yet more anxious to continue their 


Journey. 


Vol. 111. 83 Accordingly 
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Accordingly having parted from 
their friendly hoſt, they ſet forward 
cheerfully on their way to Morocco. 


Their converſation by the way 


was free from all that ſentimental 
ſeriouſneſs, which their previous ad- 


| ventures had led them into; and they 


now diſcourſed of nothing but the 
ſatisfaction ſuch a man muſt feel, 
who had the power of making him- 
ſelf happy, as well as of diffuſing 
happineſs to others. 


As they thus beguiled the time in 
pleaſing retroſpection, they were far 
removed from their late friends be- 
fore the noon of day arrived. 


About this time, however, they 
were ſuddenly ſtopped on their way 
by the ſolemn appearance of a fune- 


ral 


croſſing the road before them. 


Curioſity led them to obſerve and 
to follow it to a ſmall mauſoleum, 
which ſtood removed from the road, 


neſs of trees and ſhrubs which grew 
all around it.—Narconah and his 


and waited till the body was covered, 
and remained after the prieſt and 
the mourners were departed. 


The door was left open, and they 
continued to gaze on the coffin 
which contained the body of the 
departed, whom they had underſtood 
from a by-ſtander, was a young 
woman of a moſt amiable diſpoſition, 
and moſt accompliſhed manners. 


8 As 
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ral proceſſion, which they perceived : 


and was hid for awhile by the thick- 


companion entered among others, 
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As they looked upon it, Narconah 
| fighed for the fate of innocence and 
worth, and the young Pilgrim turned 
aſide and wept. 


They were at length departing, 
when a young man entered, his face 
was hid by his hands, and heavy 
ſighs eſcaped him; the two youths 
ſtopped and obſerved him, he walked 
flowly to the coffin, regarded it for 
awhile, and again wept, though he 
endeavoured to reſtrain his tears. 


Narconah was unwilling to inter- 
rupt a forrow which appeared at 
once fo tender and fo manly; but 
Haram would have ſtepped inſtinc- 
tively forward to comfort him. 


After We thas indulging in blent 
grief, the youth drew from his pocket 
a ſcroll, 
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a ſcroll, which he faſtened to the lid 
of the coffin, then heaved another 
ſigh, and dropped another tear, and 
with a flow and melancholy pace 
departed.—As he went, he caſt his 
eyes often back. to the ſpot, till the 
travellers could ſee him no more. 


« Alas,” faid Haram,” he has loſt 


ſome one that was moſt dear to him; 


let us examine the ſcroll he has left 
behind him.“ | 


They accordingly did ſo, it was 


his record of the virtues and the 


ſweet innocence of a loſt ſiſter ; and 
the laſt ſentences beſpoke his . 
nation and his grief. 


The record concluded thus; which 


Haram read aloud, though his voice 
was often broken by ſobs that ef- 
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caped him, and by tears that invo- 


luntary fell;— 


That form which was once ani- 


| mated with the ſmile of fancy, and 
adorned by the bloom of youth, will 
ſoon moulder in the duſt. Great 


Alla! is this the reward of innocence 


and purity? Yes; it is! that inno- 


cence ſo dear to us, was dearer to 
thee, and by taking her unſpotted 


from a world, in which for wiſe ends 


thou haſt ordained evil and tempta- 


tion to exiſt, thou haſt enſured and 


marked her ſpirit for thy own. 


Oh how enviable is thy lot, hid 
from temptation, and ſecure for ever 


from the natural ills attendant on 
mortality. 02 


« The 
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« The wind bloweth, the ſtorm 


gathereth, and the loud tempeſt is 


heard by the children of men, but 


the dead hear it not. 


6c While ſome wake in anguith of 


body, and ſome in torment of mind, 
how ſweet, how undiſturbed, is her 
repoſe ! 


= Over the ſod that covers her 


| ſhall blow the hurricane ; the ſtrong 


winds ſhall meet- from the corners of 


the earth; the cloiſter ſhall moulder 
into duſt; the high and ſtrong tower 
ſhall fall; and yet, amid the wreck 
of ages, the peaceful tenant of the 


ſlent grave ſhall He tranquil and 
undiſturbed. | 


The earth and its inhabitants 
may ſhake; nation may war againſt 
| CS - nation, 
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nation, and kingdom againſt king- 
dom; civil commotions may unlink 
the great chain of ſociety; the lofty 
mountains may totter to their foun- 


dations; but what know they of this 
whoſe bodies are buried in peace? 


Farewell, ſweet innocent, a bro- 
ther who laments thy fall, will 
remember thy virtues; to the cold 
grave where thou lieſt, he will ſome- 
times return, and while he views the 
| ſenſeleſs ſtone that covers thee, will 
drop a filent tear upon thy grave, 
and think on that innocence and 
worth, that never can return. 


Aſter having finiſhed the ſcroll, 
they departed in filence; the ſcene 
they had witneſſed, and the ſentences 
they had read, had made too deep 


an impreſſion for utterance. A 
| * 
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They walked ſlowly on till the 

evening, when they again found a 

lodging in a peaſant's cottage, and 

again roſe early to purſue their 
journey. 


es CHAP. 
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procal communication of each others 


morning. 


fate to which all are liable 


CHAP. v. 


THE FRIENDS PROCEED IN SERIOUS 
DISCOURSE, AND ARE OVER- | 
TAKEN BY A NEW CHARACTER, 


Tun laſt evening had been ſpent 
by both in ſerious meditation; the 
natural reſult of which was the reci- 


thoughts, as they walked on in the 


Haram began, by lamenting. the 


« Death,” ſaid he, © is the terminz 
tion of all earthly enjoyments ; it 1s 
the ſeparation of friendſhip. It heals 


it is true, the ſorrows of one wound: 
ed 


ß,, 3s 
ed heart, but leaves many to lament 


his cure. 


« Death is always ſerious to the 
contemplative, and it is frightful to 


the unthinking. The young mourn 


when the aged die; but age and 
youth mourn and tremble alike, 
when death unexpected ſeizes on the 


young. 


How truly miſerable: and con- 
temptible would be the ſtate of hu- 
manity, but for the pleaſing the ex- 
alted hope of happineſs in futurity ?” 


«© That is true,” ſaid Narconah, 
* if you conſider man as being ſo 
much ſuperior to what he really is; 
for my own. part I am ignorant of 
the world, and its great inhabitant 
man; but I have obferyed ſome __ 
A, c6 4 things, | 
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things, and among others, have : 
thought that man, boaſted as is his 
reaſon and his wit, is little ſuperior 
to other animals in creation. The 
ſyſtems diſcovered by his ſenſe, and 
the arts he has invented, entitle him 
to reſpect above all others; and yet, as 
| you allow no proſpect of futurity to 
irrational brutes, I know not why 
that diſtinction ſhould be conferred 
upon man, fimply becauſe he poſ- 
ſeſſes the art of reaſoning and imagi- 
nation. The ſame paſſions—the 
ſame appetites direct both. Mere 
man is a mere engine, and without 
the guidance of reaſon would work 
no otherwiſe than as ſuch; even 
his reaſon has not all the ſuperiority 
he boaſts. The beaſt of the field 
ſeeks his food and finds it; and the 
fowl of the air builds its own neſt. 
Man can do no more. He boaſts 
3 diſcoveries, 
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diſcoveries, which are but luxuries to 
pamper ſenſuality ; and arrogates ſu- 
perior wiſdom, when he diſcovers 
freſh wants. The inſtin& that diredts 
the animal world, is a kind of di- 
minutive reaſon, and reaſon is no 
other than cultivated and enlightened 
inſtinCt. 5 


« Thus, I know not why man, 
becauſe he has a capacious intelle& 
to conceive, rather than a ſolid under- 
ſtanding to comprehend, ſhould rank 
himſelf ſo much higher than nature 
has ranked him. 


For my own part, when I ob- 
ſerve the wonderful inſtin& of ſome 
animals, I bluſh at the ſuperfluity of 
intelligence I ſee around me in man; 
which, uſed in its utmoſt extent, can 
ſcarce accompliſh more thanghe ani- 

. | „ 
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mal before me can do almoſt without 
labour. As this 1s the caſe then, [ will 
allow of man's wiſdom, and the policy 
of ſeQaries, to invent ſyſtems of reli- 
gion rather than ſyſtems of morality. 
Nature is too great a moraliſt to be 
outdone by man; and we need no 
other inſtructor in this way, than to 
look around on her works; but [ 
muſt confeſs, I regard the true ad- 
mirer of the works of nature, as the 
moſt likely man to become a worthy 
and good member of ſociety.” 


« You ſeem to regard religion in a 
very indifferent light,” replied Ha- 
ram, © which I the more wonder at, 


as we have ſo lately ſeen of how 


much avail it is, in inſtances of deep 
and ſincere affliction.” 


« That 
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«© That,” replied Narconah, © is 
no argument at all in its favour. 


Men may conjure. up a thouſand 
chimerical phantoms which they may 


conceive props to lean on in afflic- 


tion; and it matters little to the blind 
man who finds a ſtaff, what are the 


materials of which that ſtaff is com- 
poſed; and under circumſtances of 
affliction, it matters little if man finds 


comfort in ought, whether it be reh- 


gious hope, or any other ſubje& of 


imagination, on which he may reſt.” - 


If you ſhould ever labour under 


any heavy affliction,” ſaid Haram, 


warmly, .* you will be happy to have 


ſuch a dependance to fly to. I am 
ſurpriſed, however, to hear any one 


talk as I have heard you ; in future, 


therefore, we will avoid this ſubject, 
for it is too ſerious to be treated 


lightly, 


* 
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lightly, and too ſacred to be ſpoken 
of irreverently.” 


*I now think,” replied Narco- 


| : ; nah, « what is not always I believe 
tthe caſe, that I have the beſt of ar- 


gument, as well as the beſt of reaſon, 
on my fide. When a man loſes his 
temper, it ſhould ſeem as if he felt 
the weakneſs of his own logical 
powers, ſince he is driven to violence 
and warmth, to overcome by ſound 
what he cannot refute by ſenſe. 
However, I beg you. will wave your 
reſolution of abandoning the ſubject 
in future, as I am fo far from being 
deſirous of treating it with levity or 
irreverence, that I wiſh to make it 
my ſtudy, and only argue againſt, be- 
cauſe at preſent I do not compre-. 
4 hend it.” * 


It 
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£ « It is a moſt natural, as well as 
rational doctrine, rejoined Haram, 
„it has been ſupported by. the 
wiſeſt of all nations, and eſtabliſhed 


by ſucceſſive credence from genera- 
tion to generation. | 


The ſucceſſion of belief,” re- 
plied Narconah, © again weakens | 
your argument—One generation be- 
leves, becauſe the preceding gene- 
tation believed, and the ſucceeding _ 
one for the ſame reaſon, which is a 
very inſufficient one; without diſqut- 
fition or enquiry, they believe the 
ſame doctrines ; and in religion, as 
well as hiſtory, numberleſs error sand 
additions muſt, in time, have been 
made—how far it is natural, I thall 
not pretend to argue, becauſe 1 am 
convinced it is ſcarcely ſo at all. Na- 
ture was my inſtructor, I follow her 
| precepts 


42 TEE CREOLE, 


precepts and the dictates of reaſon; 
but theſe have not taught me reli- 
gion. I have an intuitive ſenſe of 
devotion, it is true; but this is en- 
tirely abſtracted from your notions 
of religious worſhip.” _ 


At this period of the converſa- 
tion they were overtaken by a 
young man, who walked quickly on, 
and ſeemed deſirous to paſs for- 


ward unobſerved, and to avoid join 


ing their company. 


N 3 however, unwilling to 
looſe an opportunity that might 
give him an inſight to human na- 
ture, called to him, and _— 
him to bear them company, 2 
they were unacquainted with te 
road. 


The 
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The young man ſeemed ſtill deſi- 


rous of avoiding them, and looked 


anxiouſly about, as if in fear of be- 
ing purſued, and ſometimes regard- 
ing his new companions with an eye 


of ſuſpicion. 


His emotion excited their curioſity, 
and they demanded of him whither 
he was going, and on receiving for an- 


ſwer that he was journeying home to 


the next village, they ſaid they 
would bear him company, and they 
proceeded Is: | 
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followed him in, although the young 


_ CHAP. VI. 
NARCONAH TREMBLES FOR RS 


SAFETY, AND HARAM GIVES 
HIMSELF UP FOR LOST. 


Tur village was not Pa ns 


the lowly manſion of their new com- 
panion, at which they ſoon arrived; 


be was ſilent by the way, and anſ- 


wered briefly all the queſtions put to 
him by Haram and Narconah; on 
reaching his abode, however, he bid 
them farewell, and would fain have 


5 cloſed the door, without fulfilling the 


common office of hoſpitality, by in- 
viting his fellow-travellers in. 


Led on by curioſity, however, they 


man 


n 
an 
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man ſeemed very deſirous of prevent- 
ing them, and threw out many hints 
to indicate that they were not wel- 


come. 


As he could not, however, poſi- 


tively refuſe them admittance, they 


entered. The ſmall cottage he in- 
habited was almoſt totally unfur- 
niſhed; an appearance of extreme 
miſery ſeemed to pervade the maſter 
and his abode, and the youths now 
began to lament their curioſity, 
which had probably wounded the 
feelings of their hoſt, by expoſing his 
great poverty; he ſtill, however, re- 
garded them with an _ of ſuſ⸗ 
picion. ; 


Narconah at length whiſpered his 
friend that they ſhould depart. Their 
hoſt ſeeing them in ſecret converſa- 
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tion, began to tremble violently, and 


the terror expreſſed in his counte- 
nance, for the firſt time awakened 
their ſuſpicions. In what way to 
account for his emotion, however, 
they knew not; but their curioſity 


being more than ever afloat, Haram 


perſiſted in a reſolution to tarry there 
that night, in order to watch his 


actions. 


They then communicated to him 
their intention, the fulfilment of 
which he appeared extremely deſir- 


ous of preventing; urging how total- 
ly incapable he was of offering them 


refreſhment, or affording them ac- 
commodation. | 


No apology, however, would ſut- 
fice, every excuſe created freſh curio- 
ſity, and as they were > habited like | 


pilgrims, | 
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rilgrims, they knew their hoſt dare 
not poſitively refuſe them a lodging. 


Thus compelled to receive them, 
his agitation continued evident and 
riolent, till at length Haram pro- 
poſed that they ſhould retire to reſt, 
a3 the evening was far advanced, 
ind as they muſt purſue their Jour: . 
ney early 1 in the morning. 


Their young and trembling hoſt, 
ſeemed ſomewhat relieved by this 
declaration, and haſtily ſhewed them 
to the next apartment; the pale and 
feeble light of a ſmall lamp was all 
they were allowed, of which they 
received the benefit only till they 
ſhould be laid on the ſtraw and dried 
leaves, which were the only beds 
that this unhappy ſon of penury 


could provide them, 
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On ſurveying this apartment, the; 
found it ſtill worſe than that which 
they had left, as it was in part un- 
roofed, and expoſed thereby to the 
inclemency of the ſeaſon. 


| Narconah and his friend lay down 
notwithſtanding, and their hoſt de. 
parted with the lamp; in going out 
he kicked before him a nail, which 
he ſtooped to pick up, and tarried a 
long time in ſearch of it. 


They heard him for fome time 
buſy in the next chamber, and ever 
and anon perceived that he was lif- 
tening at the of theirs. At 
length finding he was quiet, they roſe 
gently, and through the crevices of 
the wainſcot, of which there were 
- plenty, they perceived him with 
5 * caution * a plank in the 
flooring, 


er 


oſe 


1th 
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flooring, liſtening at intervals with 
profound attention; when the plank 
was removed, he returned gently to 
the chamber - door of his gueſts, and 
applied his ear to it, though to no 


purpoſe, for they remained en 
quiet. 


They then obſerved him return to 
the breach he had made in the floor- 
ing, through which he eaſily paſſed 
his body, and was inſtantly out of 


fight. Haram trembled greatly, and 


each in ſuſpenſe, mingled with appre- 
henfion of the termination of this 


ſtrange adventure, waited awhile to 


ſee if he would return, and then 
ſoftly opened their door, and ap- 
proached the place through which 
he had deſcended. 


Vol. III. 
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| Below they perceived the glim- 
mering of the lamp, though they 


imagined it was far removed, and 
liſtening awhile, they conceived they 


heard the ſound of human voices 


other ſounds they heard, which they 
attributed to divers cauſes; a certain 


gingling they ſuppoſed the diſtant 


rattling of chains, and now moſt ſe- 


riouſly repented the idle and ill timed 
curioſity which had led them into 


what they conceived imminent dan- 


Haram, whoſe apprehenſions ex- 
 eceded thoſe of Narconah, now con- 
ceived it expedient to make a preci- 


pitate retreat, and to leave the houſe 


with as much ſecrecy and expedition 
as poſſible. Narconah agreeing to 
the ſuggeſtion, they ſearched their 
way to the door for that purpoſe, 

N but 
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but were much diſappointed to find 
it barred and locked, and that the 
key was not to be found. 


Some noiſe they made in attempt- 
ing to unbar it, and hearing a quick 
ſtep beneath them, they naturally 
conceived the alarm was ſpread, and, 

as the only method of ſecurity, haſtily 
| retired to their own apartment, and ; 


again flung themſelves on the ſtraw, 


as if it in a profound ſleep. 


I i Gi "ERP" they heard the 
board replaced, and could ſcarce 
reſume the ſemblance of ſleep, when 
their hoſt entered their room; in 
one hand he held the lamp, -and in 
the other a ruſty dagger, which was 


uplifted in the air ; he firſt approach- 
ed Narconah, and held the lamp 
cloſe to his eyes, with a face ex- 

D 2 hibiting : 
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hibiting a blendid picture of horror | 
and diſmay. 


- Believing, however, that he ſlept, 
he turned to Haram, who no ſooner 
with his eyes half open perceived the 
dagger, than he uttered a loud cry, 
and ſtarted upon his feet. Their 
hoſt, terrified and ſurpriſed by this 
unexpected encounter, ſtood trans- 
fixed to his poſt, till Narconah 
ſpringing up alſo, wreſted the dagger 
from his hand. In his pocket was a 
large key, which he ſeized, and flew 
to the door. The young man now 
abandoned himſelf to the moſt ex- 
travagant deſpair; he fell on his 
| knees entreating for mercy, beſought 
them not to ruin him, but to take 
compaſſion on his ' miſerable ſtate. 
They took no other notice of him, 
than to watch leſt he ſhould make 
any 


— 
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any further attempt on their lives, 
and with all poſſible ſpeed opened 
the door, and ruſhed into the road ; | 
the young hoſt, frantic and trembling 
with dread, followed them, ſome- 
times rending his hair, and ſome- 

times falling on his. knees before 
them, beſeeching their pardon and 
compaſſion. Haram, in conſtant 
dread of him, hurried on, and Narco- 
nah as rapidly followed, till their late 

hoſt, with loud vociferation and la- 
mentations, finding himſelf diſregard- | 
ed, returned to his abode. 
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CHAP. VII. 


IN WHICH NARCONAH REASONS ON 

PROVIDENCE, WHEN HE LOSES 
ONE FRIEND AND REGAINS AN- 
-OTHER. 


By de time they reached the 
village, the dawn of day began to 
tinge the ſky, and to call the la- 
borious . peaſantry to their daily 
toll. 


The firſt of theſe they met was 
a ſturdy middle-aged man, whom 
| they ſtopped, and to whom they 
"related the ſingular adventure they 
had met with. The peaſant liſtened | 


eagerly to the tale, and would fain 
have 
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| have perſuaded them to return with 


him to the houſe. 


„ 'That young man,” ſaid he, © is 
the moſt extraordinary being in na- 
ture; he was born of a miſer, and 
he is a miſer himſelf. If you will 
return and ſhew me the ſpot where 
he has concealed his treaſure, We 


will divide the booth 


* If that be your intention,” re- 
plied Narconah, we certainly ſhall 
not return. The attempt he has 
made on the lives of two of his 
fellow-creatures, merits puniſhment; 
but as the experience of men has 
created laws for that purpoſe, we 
| have no authority to take upon our- 

| ſelves the right of retribution.” - ©. 


D4 <<. 


wms eser. 


« You may uſe your own pleaſure,” 
faid the peaſant, © but I ſhall haſten 
to the judge, and by giving informa- 
tion, ſhall cauſe a diligent ſearch to 
be made, and till receive a large 


ſhare of the treaſure you ſo fooliſhly 
refuſe.” 


They then parted, the peaſant to 
the execution of his threat, and the 
travellers to purſue their journey ; 
for the remainder of the day this ſin- 
gular adventure'furniſhed them with 
ſubje& of converſation, and while 
Haram dwelt ſenſibly on the poverty 
of the rich miſer, Narconah diligently 
enquired into the motives that could 
operate ſo forcibly'on a man's mind, 
as to induce him to hoard up trea- 
ſures which he ſcarce. could count, 
and to lay by riches which he could 
not ufe. 


- After 
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After this they paſſed on many days 

without meeting with any particular 
adventure. The converſation of Ha- 
ram was always pleaſing to Narco- 
nah, and his remarks beſpoke an ami- 
able diſpoſition, and a well-endowed 
mind. A fimilarity of ſentiment, and 
an equality of age, created a firm and 
pleaſing friendſhip between them ; 
Haram beheld and admired the ſame 
qualities in Narconah, which Nar- 
conah diſcovered and loved in him. 


Thus view om their time very 
agreeably together, and Narconah, 
while he thought of Cozmin and Al- 
covan, conſidered the preſence of 
Haram an ample compenſation for 
the abſence of both. | 


In the company of his friend, there- | 
fore, the fatigues of the day were 
2 ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely felt; and the repoſe of the 
Night was rendered more fweet from 
the recollection, that he ſhould again 
ſee his friend in the morning. 


In examining his friend's character, 

he thought it ſingular, and totally un- 
| like that of moſt other men he had 
met with ; he thought him gentle, 
and yet firm; diffident, and yet de- 
cided ; and though he often differed 
from him in opinion, he found his 
_ ſentiments always benevolent ; and | 
though ſometimes weak, yet always 
virtuous. 


| nene loft no opportunity what- 
ever of viewing human nature; and 
learnt much from the different ways 

in which the ſame paſſions diſcovered 
themſelves i in different men. 


They 
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They had already entered the king- 
dom of Morocco, and were purſuing 

their journey rather late ons evening, 
when they were ſtopped on the way 

by a ſmall detachment of banditti. 


' They would fain have hurried the 
_ travellers out of the highway, but 
the refiſtance made by Narconah 
calling the attention of the whole 
body, Haram had full opportunity, 
under cover of the duſk, to make his 


eſcape. 


The thieves ſoon maſtered Narco- 
nah, and bore him towards their 
abode ; being ſoon, however, out of 
| fight of the main road, they ſearched 
him, and being diſappointed in their 
hopes of plunder, which were often 
gratified by the robbery of pilgrims, _ 
mw releaſed him, and ſent him on 


2 bie 
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his way. He ſoon recovered from his 

_ apprehenfions, and hurried on, in the 

hopes of overtaking his friend, but 

was difappointed. Haram had taken 

a different route, and Narconah was 

_ fainting with fatigue, before he aban- 
doned the hope of recovering him. 


He now found himſelf once more 
forlorn amidſt his own ſpecies, and 
ſolitary, though ſurrounded by thou- 
ſands; he had no friend to adviſe 
with or to look up to, and the ſerious 
reflections of the philoſopher at Fez, 
for want of that valuable bleſling, 
recurred often to his memory. 


In this diſtreſſed ſ tuation of mind 
he paſſed on, and the evening of a te- 
dious and ſultry day had overtaken 


him, when he was yet many miles 
82 diſtant from any habitation. At ſome 
5 {mall 
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ſmal diſtance, however; he. perceived 
2 dreary hovel, a little out of the road, 
and thither he reſolved to repair, in 
order to paſs the night. He entered 
cautiouſly, leſt any one ſhould be te- 
nanted there before him, and throw- 
ing himſelf on ſome dried leaves in 
one corner of it, fell taſt aſleep. 


In the morning, when it was 
ſcarce light, he was awakened by the 
voice of ſorrow ; and which, though - 
it at all times caught his ear, and 
claimed his attention, in his preſent 
| ſituation was particularly intereſting. 


The voice ceaſed to be heard, but 


Narconah ſtill continued to liſten, and 
preſently from the end of the hou | 
n heard theſe won out "1 


«The day. broke 3 ah 
| the evening came. — The day again 
breaks, 
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breaks, and the evening will again 
return; but whether I am doomed 
to drag on till then this wretched 
life, is known alone to. Alla. Oh my 
child, my loſt Zelia, where art 
thou?” -<J 


Narconah inſtantly ſtarted up; he 
recollected the name of Zelia and the 
voice of Cozmin, and inſtantly flew 
to his embrace. The old man was 
overcome with joy at this unexpected 
meeting, and wept over him, ſaying 
he would ſtill with to live, ſince it 
was permitted him to behold him 
once more. Narconah felt all the 
extravagant joy natural to youth, and 
wept alſo. He then confeſſed to 
Cozmin that he thought there was 
ſomething more than chance that di- 
rected the actions of men 


cc Soon 
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« Soon after I loſt you,” ſaid he, 
« found another friend, and now 1 
have "I loſt him, I have recovered . 
you. I truſt —_—_— will again oc- 
cur to ſeparate us“ 


ww "EA not,” rephed Cozmin. 
« The laſt time we parted my mind 
was convulſed by agony, as the earth 
is ſhaken by volcanos. I truſt my 


ſenſes are reſtored, at leaſt I now feel 


much better—to you I ſhall impart 

the ſecrets of my boſom. A friend 
to lament my ſorrows, and to weep 
with me, is all I wanted to complete 
my recovery. Let us proceed, and 


ſince chance has once more united 


us, we will continue together; but 
you muſt bear with the debility of 
gage. I have been very ill fince we 
parted, and am now weak and com- 
fortleſs ; as an old man, burthened 
ieln 
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leſs with years than with crimes, 
ought to be.” 


Narconah was deeply affected by 

the change he found in his old guide; 
ang, as the day appeared, they ſet 
forward ſlowly. 


Narconah related to him every 
circumſtance of his adventures, and 
dwelt long on the virtues and ami- 
able qualities of his young friend. 


As the ſummer ſolſtice was now 
approaching, the heat of noon was 
too intenſe for the weakened frame 
of Cozmin; and they ſeated them- 
ſelves beſide a ſmooth rivulet, be- 
neath the ſhade of ſome large trees, 
a ſmall diſtance from the road, when 
Narconah, now more than ever anx- 
ous to hear the hiſtory of his friend, 

5 urged 
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urged the fulfilment of his promiſe. 
The requeſt was often repeated, be- 
fore it ſeemed to be heard by Cozmin; 
who at length ſtarting, as from ſleep, 
teplied that he would gratity him. 


« I will ſummon my reſolution,” 
ſaid he, © and proceed.” Aﬀter a 
ſhort pauſe he appeared to have 
rouſed himſelf ſufficiently, and thus 
began 
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CHAP. VIII. 


THE OLD HRRMI T's STORY. 


My name is Cozmin ; on the 
banks of the great river Niffis ſtands 
the manſion of my anceftors—a proud 
and lofty fabric, that has reared its 
head for ages. My father was the | 
younger brother of the old Em- 
peror, whoſe ſon is now upon the 
throne, and whoſe relative I am. 
4 TI boaſt not of this; for the pomp 
of the world is paſt from me, and [ 
now regard it only as the ſource of 
temptation and the foundation of 
evil. | 
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« My elder brother was lord of 


the iſſand of Othen, which we are 


now once more approaching. His 


| name, which I execrate, and ſcarce 
dare offend the Prophet by mention- 


ing, has been written and recorded 


in ſtreams of blood. 


On this ſubject I muſt now be 
flent, though hereafter I ſhall ſpeak 


out; ſuffice it to fay, that on its be- 


coming my property, I never lived 
there, from motives you will ſhortly 


hear explained. 


« In early youth, my father dif- 
covering in me what he called ſtrong 
marks of genius, gave me a ſuitable _ 
education, with the reſolution of 
placing me under the care of one of 
our prieſts, and of bringing me up 
in a religious life. 


« My 
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« My proſpetts with reſpect to 
fortune, were at that time by no 
means adequate to the pride of my 


family, or in fact ſuch as my high 


birth and connections required to ſup- 


Port their dignity. I was then full 
of ſpirit and enterprize, and the 


young and high blood that flowed in 
my veins, would not become ſubſer- 
vient to my father's wiſhes, in the 
ſtrictneſs and ſecluſion of a elan 
education. 


1 The armies of the Moors pre- 


| ſented little proſpect of good fortune; 


the young men who. commanded in 


them being all of independence, and 


I feared I could never hope to find 


advancement among them, or to 


grow rich, when ſo few opportunities 
occurred of finding a ſplendid diviſion 


of booty by conqueſt or capture. 
ever, 


— 
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However, as it was of all others the 


thing beſt ſuited to my ſituation, and 


perhaps my fancy too, and az, in fact, 


had no alternative between that 
and a life of liſtleſs and uneaſy ſeclu- 
fon, I reſolved on embracing it, 
hoping that my father's intereſt at 
court would be ſufficient to procure 
me a reſpectable ſituation, and per- 
haps conſiderable advancement. 


« Imagine me now entered into 
the army, and feeling all the vanity 


ſo natural to a young man in con- 
templating my finery and conſe- 


quence. I believe I did not want 


for courage, and it was my ambition 


to find ſome opportunity to ſignalize. | 
myſelf in battle. This opportunity 
ſoon preſented itſelf in an invaſion 


againſt Spain. 
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raltar, and landed on the Spaniſh coaft 
without much loſs, or indeed l 
oppolition. 


Having penetrated the province 
of Granada, we laid ſiege to its town, 


when it was my fortune, in an ex- 


curſion of the enemy, to engage with 
Don Altador, the governor of the 
place, a man of great ſtrength and 


courage, and long experienced in the 


arts of war. 


Not being aware of whom I had 
to encounter, I inconſiderately puſhed 
onward in the fight, till being ſelf⸗ 
exhauſted, my arm fell unhurtful on 
the ſword-of my opponent. Perceiv- 
ing this, Don Altador, who till now 
had ſtood only on his defence, ruſhed 
forward, 


We croſſed the Streights of Gib 


ar 
fe 
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forward, while I, unable to reſiſt, re- 


tired. I now in turn defended my- 
elf; but, in retreating, I tripped 
over a large ſtone, which lay behind 


me, and immediately falling, became 


the priſoner of my conqueror. 


«* Whatever ſhame and regret I 
felt at being thus defeated, I had 
little cauſe to lament my ſituation. 


„The governor was a man of re- 
fined ſenſe and manners, and of ex- 
treme good nature and humanity; he 
treated me rather as a friend than as 
an enemy, and by that conduct he 
really made me ſo. 5 


* In the mean time the fortreſs 
defended itſelf with great bravery; 


and my countrymen finding them- 


ſelves baffled in their purpoſe of tak- % 


ing 
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ing Granada, and its ant con- 
tents, abandoned the ſiege, and with 
a few Spaniſh priſoners, but more 
| loſs, and ſtill greater diſappointment, 
returned dejected to Morocco. 


« I was now cut off from my coun- | 


try and connections, and had no 
hopes but from the kindneſs of 
Don Altador—of the want of that 
kindneſs, however, I had no reaſon to 
complain. It is true, I was kept from 
the company of the other captives; 
but I was amply repaid for this by 
the company of the governor, who 
_ expreſſed himſelf conſtantly deſirous 
of having me with him. 


« loved ſolitude, however, and 
often choſe the moſt ſecret paths ot 
his garden to ſtroll in; for I could 


not Rs overcome the grief and 
ſhame 


— — — 44 eee , Lo Ea 


II 


ald 


nd 


ſhame of my defeat, which was ſtill 


increaſed by -the proſpect of a * 


confinement. 


0 At the time of life to which I 
had then arrived, thoſe ſenſations 
were likely to be felt in their fulleſt 


| ſtrength; youth, which is ever moſt 


ſanguine in hope, is alſo moſt de- 
jected in diſappointment. 


* I had not remained in his caſtle 


many weeks, when he began to make 
preparations for the reception of his 


daughter, a girl of about ſeventeen 


years of age, and who had till now 


been under the care of a female rela- 
tion at Seville. 


As I had by this time attained a 
great degree of intimacy with the 
Governor, he communicated to me, 


in confidence, the ſecret which in- 


Vor. n 1 duced 
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duced him to recal her to his houſe ; 
and began with telling me how ſe- 
verely he had ſuffered in his peace 
and happineſs on her account. 


« When I had the misfortune,” 
ſaid he, © to loſe her mother, I 
looked forward to her dawning ſenſe 
and opening beauties, as to bleſſings 
which were to conſtitute my future 
happineſs ; but I ſoon found upon 
| how tottering a foundation I had 
placed the baſis of my comfort. 


e No ſooner was ſhe ſeen, than 
univerſally admired ; and that admi- 
ration, which at firſt was the delight 
of my fond heart, became the ſource 
of my future uneaſineſs. 


The giddy butterflies that flut- 
tered round her, intoxicated the mind 
PIE = 
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of my beloved child with flattery and =_ 
folly ; and I ſaw the period fin — = 


provement, and the progreſs of ſelf. 
love, with an equal mixture of regret 
and inward reproach. At length! 


formed the refolution of ſending her 


from the ſcenes of gaiety, which my 


caſtle perpetually preſented; and hav- 


ing a couſin of opulence and diſcreet 
age, then reſiding at Seville, I con- 


veyed her thither, and there left her 
under the care of her Duenna, a. 
ſenſible and good old woman, who is 
| ll alive, and who will, I truſt, ac- 


company her to my houſe. 


* I am aware that her beauty, of 
which I have heard a very favourable 
report, will draw together all the 
young men of faſhion and family in 


Granada ; but to you alone I confide 
my purpoſe. The fortune I intend 
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for her is as a princely portion ; and it 
| is, and ever has been the fond with of 
my heart, that the young heir of Fer- 
dinand, our king, ſhould become her 
huſband. This, from the knowledge 
I have of the youth, I think not un- 
likely to take place; and we ſhall 
ſhortly ſee how far my plans, aſſiſted 
by art, and conſiſtent with honour, 
can be carried into effect. 


THE CREOLE. 


CAP. IX. 


CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY 
OF COZMIN. | 
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FRO the drift of Altador's 
diſcourſe, I perceived it was his 
intention to make me uſeful to him 
in his plan, and as I began to ſuſpect 
I faw ſomething like duplicity in his 
tale and intentions, I of courſe re- 
ſolved to ſtand on my guard, and let 
what would be the conſequence, to 

deſiſt from advancing his plans, even 
if I did not betray | them. ain 
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Having ſettled my mind on this 
ſubjedt, I looked ſeriouſly into his 
manner, and converſation, and ex- 

E 3 pected 
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| pected the arrival of his daughter 
with impatience. 


« I am old now, and ſhould make 

myſelf ridiculous was I to attempt 
deſcribing the beauties of this daugh- 
ter when ſhe did arrive—ſufhce it to 
ſay, that a young and glowing ima- 
gination, can ſcarce conceive ſo beau- 
tiful an object; her face was as that 
of a daughter of paradiſe, and her 
mind was no leſs lovely than her 


form. 


„When 1 firſt beheld her, though 
partially through the veil that cover- 

ed her, I thought I had never ſeen fo 
' fine a creature. There was more of 
mildneſs than of majeſty in her de- 
portment, but what was wanting of 
that haughty demeanor ſo common 


among the Spaniſh ladies, was infi- 
nitely 


ſweetneſs of her manners. 


c Whatever emotion [I felt at the 


 firlt fight of her, I entertained no 


other ideas than ſuch as naturally 
ariſe from the admiration of a great 
and beautiful work of nature. But 


when I beheld her unveiled at her 


father's houſe, new ſenſations ob- 
truded themſelves; I began to think 
on the good fortune. of the young 


prince, for whom her father had 


deſtined her, and wondered how he 
could ever entertain a doubt of the 
accompliſhment of his wiſh. I next 
became anxious to ſee the prince, 


doubting if he could poſſibly poſſeſs 
excellence to merit ſo amiable and 
accompliſhed a being; and then 
blamed myſelf for having entertained 
a thought, that the father of ſuch a 


E 3 girl 
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nitely ſurpaſſed by the grace and 
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girl ſhould be capable of diſhonour. 
I ſhall ſhorten my ſtory, for the re- 
cital diſturbs mel find thoſe know 
but little of the pains of recollection, 


who only reflect inwardly on paſt 
| pleaſures and ſorrows; the recital, 


when we find others participate in 


our feelings, is an additional ſtimulus 


to remembrance, by recalling paſt 


Pains, though it ſometimes ſoothes 


the ſadneſs which it excites. 


Don Altador took me aſide ſoon 
after I had beheld his daughter Am 
I not,” ſaid he, © a happy father?” 


„ Sir,“ ſaid I, © you have no rea- 


ſon to doubt ſhe will captivate the 
| | Prince of Spain.” 


« This was exactly what he want- 
ed, and having introduced the con: 
verſation 
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verſation for him, he proceeded to 
inform me, that he expected the 
prince at his houſe in a ſhort time. 
—[ then knew not why I felt alarm- 
ed at this intelligence, but I believe 
turned pale upon hearing it; he 
aſked me if any thing was the matter 
with me, and if I ſaw ought objec- 
tionable in his intentions? I excuſed 
myſelf, ſaying I was unwell, and 
then aſked, with ſome perturbation, 
queſtions relative to the perſon and- 
manners of the prince. The anſwers: 
received tended rather to increaſe, 
than relieve my emotion, and I found 
it neceſſary to withdraw, in order to 
prevent a diſcovery of the tumult 
that paſſed within me. 


Next day I beheld Zamira 
again, ſhe appeared ſtill more lovely 
tan before, and the attentions I 

2 5 * 
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paid her, which were noticed and 
encouraged by her father, appeared, 
Lat leaſt flattered myſelf, to be re- 
ceived with pleaſure. 


“ Don Altador, from whom I had 
concealed my true name and quality, 
from motives of prudence, encou- 
raged and promoted an infinite num- 
ber of innocent familiarities between | 
us, and theſe being ſanctioned by 
him, became every day more and 
more agreeable, and more and more 
intereſting to Zamira. At length! 
felt uneaſy at parting with her, and 
unhappy when out of her ſight. 1 
was perpetually alarmed, leſt ſome 
accident ſhould befal her; and when 
I beheld a beautiful flower, or a 
ſerene ſky, I immediately, with all 
the enthuſiaſm of love, compared it 
to Zamira. 
ien In 
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„ In a ſhort time the Infant ar- 


rived, in conſequence of an invitation 


from the governor; and the caſtle 


became a ſcene of gaiety, faſhion, and 


voluptuouſneſs. 


_ © I was preſented to him on his 
arrival, as an Algerine captive of 
diſtinction, and immediately intro- 


duced myſelf to his obſervation, by 


my manners and addreſs, in order to 


be preſent, if poſſible, at his intro- 


duction to the daughter of Don 
Altador. | | 


xs © CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 
| — 


THE OLD MAN CONTINUES HIS 
RELATION. 


2 1 THOUGHT Zamira appeared 
pleaſed when the prince was pre- 
ſented to her; but yet, on reflection, 
flattered myſelf her reception of his 
ſalutation was cold and diſtant. Be 
that as it may, I now ſuſpected, for 
the firſt time, that my heart was in 
danger; I was ſoon eaſed, however, 
from my doubts on this ſubject, 
when Don Altador taking me aſide, 
thus addreſſed me :— 


« My friend (for ſuch I muſt call 
you, being ſenſible I have tried every 
means in my power to make you ſo; 

So I am 
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| am now going to demand a return 


of thoſe Kindnefſes, which you have 


acknowledged to have received from 
me. 


My daughter, with whom I 


have juſt been converſing, has I. 


think no predilection in favour of the 


Infant. It ſeems, that during her 


relidence at Seville, the Prince was 
there alſo, and committed fome of 
thoſe riotous follies to which the Spa- 


niſh youths are addicted, and which, 
in the eyes of refined and virtuous 


women, are extremely diſguſting. 


« On leaving that city for Madrid, 
where his father then was, he left 
ſuch a character behind him, as I 


find has in ſome meaſure prejudiced 


Zamira againſt him $ from | you, my 


friend, I expect aſſiſtance in the buſi- | 


neſs; 
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neſs; Zamira is young, and her opi- 
nions may eaſily be changed by a 
little art and proper * 


« As you are, through my means, 
in habits of familiarity with her, I 
would wiſh you to undertake this 
taſk; for I believe you are better 
qualified for its ſucceſsful execution 
than myſelf. It is a ſingular fact, 
that a parent's voice is, in caſes of 
this nature, leſs likely to be attended 
to, than that of any other friend. 


„ would have you, moreover, 
inſinuate yourſelf into the good graces 
of the Prince, that you may alſo 
work on his mind, in her favour, and 
inform me of the ſtate of his heart. 
It was in vain I attempted to excuſe | 
myſelf, urging, how ill qualified I 
was for ſuch an undertaking; he 
would 
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would not hear 0 and I believe I 
yielded at laſt to the taſk he impoſed 
on me, merely to find more frequent 


opportunities of ſeeing and converſ- 


ing with his daughter. 


« Accordingly, at our next inter- 


view, I ſpoke in the Prince's favour, 
and was ſecretly gratified, by finding 


ſhe made no reply to my encomium; 
had ſhe began to ſpeak lightly of 


him, I ſhould have feared for her 
heart, for | had heard it faid, it is 
an extraordinary notion, which ſome 
women poſſeſs, that they ſhould al- 
ways openly abuſe thoſe whom they 
RY admire. 


« Is it poflible,” interrupted Nar- 


conah for the firſt time, that ſuch 


a ſyſtem, among any ſet of beings 


can really exiſt, and thoſe beings | 
| too, 
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too, ſuch as you repreſent to be 


amiable, like Zamira ?” 


It is indeed poſlible,” replied 
Cozmin, „though in the preſent 
inſtance I could perceive no occa- 
fion for a diſplay of that weakneſs. 


„ But to proceed, the Prince be- 

came paſſionately enamoured of her; 
it was what I expected, but I found 
his mind was vicious and depraved, 
and I, therefore, kept a vigilant eye 
on his proceedings. 


eln a ſhort time, an accident gave 


me to underſtand I was not indiffe- 
rent to Zamira; one day, as I was 


Walking in a ſolitary path in the 


Governor's garden, the overheard 
me bewailing the fate that had 
' thrown me into captivity, and then 


rejoicing 


, — — 
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rejoicing that it had thrown me into 
the way of one, whoſe preſence I 
prized above liberty or fortune. 


« Having attended ſome time to 
my ſoliloquy, ſhe retired, and the 


next time we met, deſired me to 


relate my ſtory, and by what chance 


[| had fallen into the hands of her 


father. I told her the truth, and the 
artleſs ſimplicity with which ſhe ex- 
preſſed the tender commiſeration ſhe 


felt for my misfortunes, rendered her 


ſtill more dear to me; and from that 


her. 


It was ſome time before I dared 


to avow the paſſion with which ſhe 
had inſpired me, and when J did, 
| thought ſhe was gratified by the 
declaration. 
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I ſhall not trouble you with the 
progreſs of our love, our doubts, 
anxieties, and fears. I won her heart, 


and an old monk united us privately 
in her father's caſtle. 


Our terrors did not decreaſe 


after our union; we had the ſame 


fears from detection of our marriage, 
as we had formerly felt for the pre- 
vention of it; however, it now be- 


came her ſtudy to find an opportu- 


nity of giving me my freedom, and 
of eſcaping with me, though ſhe 
feared the practicability of this while 


ſhe remained in the hands of her old 


Dauenna. 


0 In the mean time, Don Altador 
often aſked me how I ſucceeded 
with Zamira ; and while I counter- 


feited 1 I felt my heart wrung 
within 


1 — 
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within me, when I reflected on the 


breach of hoſpitality of which I had 


been guilty; however, I was buſily 


employed in ſearching for the Prince's 


leſigns, as the Governor felt himſelf 


piqued at the partiality he ſhewed 


for her, without offering matrimonial 


propoſals. 


The Prince was deeply deſign- 
ing; but after watching a conſider- 


able time, I found that his intentions 


were of the worſt nature, and I then 
became anxious on another account, : 
beſides ſimply that of keeping ſecret 
cur marriage. My rival was of en- 


zaging manners and converſation, 


and though I had no apprehenſion 


from the virtue of Zamira, I ftill 
fared much from the reſolute profli- 
gaey of the Prince. 
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CHAP. XI. 


2 


IN WHICH THE OLD MAN cox- 
TINUES HIS NARRATIVE. 


N Tur apprehenſions which tor- | 


mented me in reſpect to the Prince's 


deſigns, I ſoon found were not 


without foundation ; we had ſcarce 
been wedded one moon, when, as 
I was returning alone from the ſo- 
litary part of the garden which [ 
frequented, not daring to be ſeen 
in the company of Zamira, I heard 


a ſcream, in which I inſtantly re- 


cognized the voice of my beloved 
wife. I flew to the place, and found 
her elegant form ſtruggling againſt 
the rude embraces of a ruffian; his 

N ſword 


ſword lay on the ground, which, in- 
ſtantly ſnatching up, I aimed a blow 
at the wretch, whom I now perceived 
to be the Prince, and felled him to 
the earth, where I left him weltering 
in his blood. I had no doubt that 


he was dead—1 . bore the fainting 
Zamira to the houſe, and fortunately 
met no one in our way to her cham- 


ber. 


oſt; we muſt either eſcape directly, 
or remain with the certainty of 
ny immediate detection. Having 


I could, I urged the neceſſity 
ortune, which then deluded us with 


a appearance of favour, preſented a 
ery lucky opportunity. 


THE CREOLE. 93 


« There was now no time to be 


recovered - her as ſpeedily and well 


of an endeavour to eſcape; and 


"6 ths 


1 
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In my way from the garden l f 
kicked ſomething before me, which 
I preſently found to be a bundle 
of keys, and which it now occurred 
to me might prove of uſe to us; | 
theſe I haſtily returned to, and bring- 
them back with me to Zamira, the | 
inſtantly knew them to be the keys 
of the caſtle. 


« As the duſk was now coming 
on, we departed immediately, with- | 
out any other preparation than re- 
commending ourſelves to the care 

of heaven, and ſecuring a caſket of 
jewels which my Zamira had in her 
cabinet, together with the Prince's 
ſword, as a neceſſary weapon of de- 
fence, which I had brought with me. 
Zamira knew the moſt private and 
unguarded ways, and we locked all 
he gates after us on the outſide, 2M jo 
precaution 
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precaution we thought moſt expe- 
dient to prevent purſuit; and when 
Le paſt the bridge, I threw the __ 7 
over the 1 


a 0 once clear of the caſtle, 
the numerous opportunities that pre- 
ſented themſelves for ſecrecy, pre- 
vented any danger from diſcovery ; 
however we took every poſlible pre- 
caution, diſguiſing ourſelves, and 
ſpending the nights in the pooreſt _ 
mns we could meet with, to ayoid 
any ſuſpicion of our quality. 


_ © It was a painful fight to me, 
to ſee the lovely limbs of my beau- 
tiful Zamira ſtretched on a coarſe 
mattraſs, with ſcarce any covering, 
and expoſed to the ſeverity and 
damps of the night air. By ſhort. 
journeys we croſſed the province 

LD of 
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= Granada, and reaching Cadiz, took 
| ſhipping for Tangier, where we found 

ourſelves, ſafe from danger and pur- 

ſuit, on the coaſt of my native land. 


SS We then . threw aſide our dif- 
guiſe, and travelled with all poſſible 
expedition to my father's houſe ; he 
was rejoiced to ſee me, and wondered 
he had never heard of me during 
my captivity, and expreſſed how rea- 
dy he ſhould. have been to have re- | 
lieved me, had he known how. His 
attention then became rivetted on 
my wite, and he demanded of me 
who ſhe was. 


f told him my ſtory frankly, 
perhaps he had been leſs moderate, 
had not an abſence of eight months 
ſomewhat ſoftened him in my favour ; 


however, as it was done, he received 
=, | her 


te, 


ths 


her 
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her cordially, and diſguiſed his cha- 
grin, if he had any, under cover of 
friendſhip and eſteem; he expreſſed 
himſelf ſorry for the fate of the 
Prince of Spain, and anxious for his 
ſafety upon my account. He inſtantly 


wrote to Granada, to Don Altador, 


from whom he received an anſwer 
with all poſſible ſpeed. 


«© The Governor wrote, that his 
indignation at our flight had ceaſed 


the moment he read of my birth 


and connections; and that he was 


united by law to one, who though 


an enemy by country, was a. youth 
of family and honour. He alſo ad- 
ded, that the Infant was out of 
danger, and regretted his paſt con- 

— OY 
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„We were all made happy by 
this intelligence; but we were de- 
ceived by falſe appearances. 


We ſent over a handſome ſum 
of money to Don Altador, as a 


ranſom for myſelf; and he, in his 
turn, ſent us word he ſhould take 


the earlieſt opportunity of remitting 
a portion worthy of the acceptance 
of his daughter's huſband. 


* was content to live with Za- 
mira without much ſplendour, ſo we 
retired to a ſmall houſe in the coun- 
try, not very diſtant from Moroc- 
co; and, after we had been there 
ſome time, I was made the father of 
a lovely girl. 


If an increaſe of my affection for 
Zamira had been poſſible, it had 
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been now made; but ſo charming a 
character did I find her, and fo ami- 
able was every turn of her diſpoſition, 
that I almoſt idolized her. Could it 
be believed that ſuch en could 
ever be ſhaken | it; OL een, 


„ Zamira had not been long re- 
covered, when one night a pilgrim” 
knocked at our door, and aſked a _ 
lodging ; I was abſent when he came, 
being gone to my father's houſe. Za- 
mira ſcarce knew how to act; but be- 
lieving the cuſtom of the country was 
to give ſhelter to all pilgrims who 
demanded it, ſhe Permitted him to 
enter. 


« He ſaid he was on his way to 
Mecca, from Santa Cruz, and ſhould 
depart before the morning. He aſked 2» 
* ſeveral queſtions relating to her- 

F 2 ſelf 
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ſelf and family, and, among others, 
in a caſual way, when I was expect. 
ed home. On being told I ſhould. 
not return till late, he faid he was 
fatigued, and would take reſt; ac- , 
cordingly he was ſhewn to an apart- 
ment, where he flung himſelf on 
the floor, and remained without mo- 
tion,” 


Here Cozmin pauſed, and ſoon af- 
ter roſe and walked on, while Nar- 
conah followed him in filence—the 
day paſſed and: the. night, and, at the 
noon, of the next day's journey, Coz- 
nun continued his yarrative. 


CHAP. 
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* CHAP. XII. 


SEQUEL OF THE HISTORY OF 
 COZMIN. | 


Ox my return n home 1 found Za- 
mira uneaſy, fearing ſhe had acted 
imprudently. When I was informed 
of the circumſtance, and perceived 
her emotion, 1 felt a ſtrange and un- 
accuſtomed ſenſation, which, as 1 
had never before felt, I knew not 
how to account for. It was an eayer 
curioſity to ſee the Pilgrim. Zatnl- 
ra wiſhed me not to go, which only 
3 me. -I entered the cham- 
ber. The Pilgrim was afleep ; and 
as 1 viewed his face, he clenched 
his fiſt and gnaſhed his teeth, in is 

F 3ͤ¶ adi 
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diſturbed and uneaſy ſlumbers, me- 
thought I recollected that of the Spa- 
niſh Prince. I looked at Zamira, 
and thought ſhe coloured, Preſently 
he turned, and beneath his veſt, 
which then flew open, I perceived 
the coſtly dreſs of a Spaniſh noble. 
I again looked at Zamira, and per- 
ceived her tremble. | 


In his girdle were a brace of 
piſtols, and a rich ſtiletto, ſtudded 
with diamonds; theſe I drew from 
his waiſt, and in the action he awoke, 
ſtarted up, and as indignation flaſhed 
from his eyes, I entirely recollected 
the enraged viſage of ho „ 
. 


- He inſtantly drew his ſword, 

but I was prepared for him, for 1 

had drawn "wy ſcymitar already. 1 
75 perceived 
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perceived he aimed at my life, and, 
by a dexterous turn of my weapon, 
I wrenched his Toledo from his hand. 
He was now at my mercy. I was ne- 
ver notorious for cruelty, and ſhould 
have given him his life, but caſt- 
ing my eyes around, I perceived Za- 
mira ſpeechleſs on her knees belide 
me, imploring, no doubt, the aſſiſt- 
ance of heaven to ſave me. But, 
unhappy wretch that I am! I miſ- 
_ conſtrued this into a prayer for the 
Prince's life; and a horrid fit of that 
deſtructive paſſion, jealouſy, being 
then upon me, I plunged my ſcymitar 
into his heart. Zamira. uttered a 
feeble ſcream, and fainted. | Miſled 
by falſe appearances, and judging 
from her emotions, how dear the 
Prince muſt have been to her, my 
fury roſe to a degree of madneſs, 
and, in an emotion of phrenzied rage, 
darted my ſcymitar, {till 1eexing in 
F 4 | his. 
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his wretched blood, into the boſom of 
my innocent, my unhappy wife! Oh! 
may the day be forgotten upon earth, 
and the hour and the deed, be ——_— 
trom the book of ye 


« The _ I made called together 
my ſervants, who informed me of 
the whole truth. Zamira uttered 
her laſt figh with a prayer for my 
happineſs, and in affirming her in- 
nocence. I was then informed in 
what manner the Pilgrim had intro- 
duced himſelf. Convitction flaſhed 
into my mind. I heard not the end 
of their ſtory, but flew from the 
houſe, and wandered the whole night, 
like one diſtracted, and returned in 
the morning, only to hide myſelf from 
the face of day. 


0 « My ſervants removed the bo- 


dies, and when I again viewed that 
1 
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of my loſt Zamira, all the fierce paſ- 
fions which had rent my heart, ſub- 
ſided into a calm and fixed horror, 
and my ſpirits ſunk into a melan- 
choly dejection, bordering on inſanity. 
My eyes were fixed on vacancy, and 
L was inſenſible of exiſtence. 


« When I was at length rouzed, 
I threw myſelt beſide her cold corpſe; . 
and wept over her body, till the ar- 
rival of my father. The horrid bu- 
ſmeſs was huſhed in the mouths of 
the people, and Zamira. was com- 
mitted to the earth. After this! 
ſhunned fociety and the ſight of 
man ; and, in a ſhort time; I ſeized. 
the opportunity of my father's ab- 
ſence, to fly from the place, which 
only revived the moſt gloomy reflec- 


tions, with the intention of burying _ 


myſelf for ever from the world. 
"7 «L took 
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I took with me the child of my 
Poor wife, and the ſcymitar which 
had committed the dreadful act, and 
bent my courſe towards the iſland of 


Othen, wiich, by the death of my 


elder brother, had now become my 
property, but which I choſe not to 
inhabit. Near the iſland IT found 
that cell, formed by nature, which 
you have ſeen; this I endeavoured 
to render more convenient, not for my 
own fake, but * that of my e 
girl. 


247 1 hung up my ſcymitar in the 
outward cell; to preſerve perpetually 

in my mind, what there was indeed 
no danger of my forgetting; namely, 

the atrocity and guilt of the moſt 
unfortunate action of my life. 


„ dug 
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«> dug a conſiderable way inward, 


till at length I diſcovered an open- 
ing, which, in exploring, I found led 
to the ſeveral ſubæqueous apartments 
which you have ſeen, and ſeveral 
which you have not ſeen. In them 


L heard and ſaw ſuch things as 1 


ſhall hereafter reveal to you; but the 


time is not come. 


I became wild in my manners 
and attire, ſo that no one knew me; 


and ſometimes, I believe for days 


together, I was. mad. Heaven then 
guarded my child, and I was ſome- 


times recalled. to ſeaſon, by finding 


ber clinging to my knees and n 8 


ing WY 


2 aa: my - chidh however, 


* J had named Zelia, in ſim- 
plicity and virtue; at leaſt I thought 
F 6 | ſhe 
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the had imbibed their precepts ; but 
whether ſhe has been miſled by 
thoſe who accidently paſſed our cell, 
or by the pilgrims who have ſome- 


times aſked for admittance there, I 


know not, or whether ſome unto- 
ward fate has robbed her of ex- 
iſtence; but ſhe conſtantly expreſ- 
ſed a wiſh to ſee the world, which 
I as conſtantly repreſſed. And the 
day after that on which I related 
to her, her mother's ſtory, being 
that on which ſhe had attained her 
eighteenth year, he diſappeared, 
and I have never ſeen her ſince. 
Whether my child is dead, or ſtolen 
from me, or whatever be her fate, I 
| truſt that heaven, which ſees and 
| puniſhes my guilt, will ſee and guard 
her innocence, and keep her in the 


| _ 5 


Here 


FA 
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Here the old man again pauſed, 
and Narconah, whoſe mind was loſt 
and bewildered in the ſtory he had 
heard, roſe with him, and walked 
filently by his ſide till they came to 
the next village, where they once 
more ſtopped to paſs the night. oy 


ene. 


CHAP. XIII. 
EE STORY RETURNS TO ALCOVAN 
| AND THE CASTLE. 


| Wau Cozmin continued his 
narrative, he ſighed often and bit- 
terly, and Narconah ſighed alſo; 
and when he had concluded, a tear, 
that ſtood in the old man's eye, 
| brought relief to him; while the tear 
of ſympathy ſprung in the eye, and 
eaſed the heart of the young Creole. 


From motives of ſenſibility he for- 
bore any animadverſions upon the 
; life of his friend; and, as they pur- 

' ſued their way, endeavoured to amuſe 


his mind, by. deſcribing his different 
c y_ 
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feelings in particular ſituations, and | 
by relating the occaſional fears and 
terrors of his friend Haram. 


Cozmin continued to lament the 
| loſs of his daughter. He dwelt on 
her virtues and beauties, and wiſhed 
himſelf once more. in his cell, that 
he might reſign himſelf to tranquil- 
lity and ſorrow for his few remaining 
days. 


| Alcovan, the ſolitary tenant of 
the iſland and caftle of Othen, in 
the meantime remained in a ftate of 
melancholy deſpondency. All the 
firmnefs and philoſophy of which he 
was a maſter, was not ſufficient to quiet 
his diſturbed mind. Till the period at 
which our hiſtory is now arrived, the 2 
ſame ſtate of liſtleſs depreſſion had - | 
unnerved his mind, and incapacitated Fl 
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him from exerciſing his faculties and 
his reaſon; till one night, as he ſlum- 
bered in his chamber, his imagina- 
tion wandering over the ſcenes of 
his paſt hfe of ſecluſion, conceived 
the unſubſtantial form before him, 


| which he had ſeen ſoon after his ar | 


rival at the caſtle. 


He ſtarted from his ſleep in agita- 
tion and horror, ſeized the lamp by 
his fide, looked around him in agony, 
and at length remembered he had 


only dreamt. 


; wg He now ſeemed to awake, not 


only from a tranſient ſlumber, but 


from the ſleep of death. His mind, 


which had been ſo long abſorbed in 


melancholy and dejettion, reſumed 


- ſuddenly its wonted powers; and 
— uſe he made of his recollec 


tion, 


Pre ee _— 
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tion, was to reproach his own folly 


and weakneſs, in ſuffering himſelf to 
be ſubdued by the mental exiſtence 


of imaginary terrors, and depreſſed by 


the ſuppoſed appearance of viſionary 


phantoms. 


As he had now in part recovered 
his ſerenity, he ſpent the remainder 
of the night in meditation, and plan- 
ning the proſecution of a long intend- 
ed, and long in ſearch through 
the caſtle. 


He concluded, from his laſt dream, 
that what he had before ſeen had 
been an illuſion alſo, and imagined 
that while he was gratifying an ar- 
dent curioſity in examining the re- 
mote and ſecreted parts of the caſtle, - 
he might poſſibly find ſome clue that 
would lead him to the certainty of 


us 
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the Prince's fate, or open to him 


ſome proſpe& or opportunity of eſ- 
5 


The idea of liberating himſelf, had 
never till now preſented itſelf; for the 
ſame melancholy and deſpondency 
which had ſeized him ſoon after the 
departure of the Creole, had conti- 
nued to prey upon his mind, and to 
render him incapable of concerting 
any plans for his enlargement. 


The idea, however, had no ſooner 
occurred, than he reſolved to put it 
in execution; and in the morning 
early, commenced his operations. 


But though he was a maſter of 


mechanics, he found it impoſſible to 
concert engines of power, ſuch as 
would enable him to force the bars 
and 
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and bolts that oppoſed him, though 
the wood work to which they be- 
longed was moſtly. rotten and de- 


cayed. 


After ſeveral unſucceſsful efforts, 
he abandoned his project as imprac- 


ticable, and returned to his ſolitary 


chamber. The fruſtration of this 
expected reſource was agonizing to 
his heart ; he ſaw and lamented the 


parting ray of hope, the laſt that re- 


mained to cheer him; for the ſhort 
time he had to remain, before the 
arrival of the Emperor to claim his 
ſon, would probably finiſh his hopes 
and his fears together, by conſigning 
him to a cruel and ignominious 


death. 


Theſe reflections were near driving 
him once more into that ſame ſtate 
of 
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of wretchednefs from which he was 
juſt recovered, had he not by chance 
opened a book, which he had writ. 
ten ſince his arrival in the iſland, 
and in which he read theſe words: 


This world is a barren and un- 
ending wilderneſs, ſince friends can 
ſcarce ever be met with; and with. 
out a friend, man is as the beaſt of 
the field, that wanders through the 
deſart, ſhunning and ſhunned alike 
by all, becauſe in friendſhip and 
intercourſe with none. 


* J have thought and written er- 
roneouſly, for man has intercourſe 
with his own mind, or what is 6 
called, which is that immortal and 
immaterial part of him, the foul; 
and he may, if he will, make that 
mind his friend and his aſſociate.“ 
=_ The 


ke 
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The conſideration that he had 
been wiſer near twenty years back, 
than he then was, ſurpriſed and af- 
ficted him. By gradual reflection 
his mind became calmer, and he 
cloſed the book for awhile, and re- 
ſolved to return to it whenever he 
found his ſenſes relapſing into their 
former ſtate of reſtleſsneſs and anxiety. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


THE -LUNATIC. 


Tur travellers were now within a 
few days journey of the Hermit's 
cell. e Ms 


Comin was pleaſed by anticipat- 

ing his future repoſe, and even by the 
almoſt forlorn hope of once more 
finding his loſt daughter. 


Narconah enjoyed the proſpect of 
relieving the anxiety of Alcovan, and 
of learning the hidden ſecrets of the 
cavern through which he had for- 
merly paſſed, and of which his friend 
 Cozmin had ſpoken in ſuch ſolemn 
and myſterious terms. 


| They 
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They had now reached the moun- 
tains that ſeparate Biledulgerid from 
the empire of Morocco. They were 
admiring the beautiful and romantic 
ſcene around them, when, from one 
of the receſſes with which the ſides 
abounded, a woman, covered by tat- 
tered and fantaſtic garments, darted 
forth, and ſtopped the trayellers on 


their way. 


Her countenance was wild and 
wan; her eyes were dark and pier- 
eing, and the remains of beauty, ra- 
vaged by grief, and expoſure to the 
inclemency of ſeaſons, were ſtill viſt- 
ble in her countenance. She was of 
a middling ſtature, and in the prime 
of life. Her face was ſtrongly mark- 
ed by melancholy wildneſs, and ſhe 
thus addreſſed the travellers ;—: _ 


«c Men,” 9 
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„ Men,” faid ſhe, © I have met 
the beaſts of the foreſt in my way, 
and have eſcaped from them—they 
have uſed no arts to enſnare me—they 
have uſed no artifices to deſtroy me 
but man has done all this—l fear 
men therefore more than them. You 
need not ſeek me out in my retreat; 
deſpair has viſited and found me 

there—but if you will enter my man- 
fion—my palace is among the rocks, 
and midnight is my hour of revelty. 
Time was, my heart was lighter, 
when flattery paid her court to me, 
and pleafure, dancing to the ſongs of 
joy, made my vain heart gay. Thoſe 
days are fled, and in their ſtead de- 


1 ſpair ſits here enthroned, and horror 


becks me to her cell. Oh! high 
offended Heaven, if thou doſt ſee the 
human heart —if thou doſt hear the 
moans and ſighs of forrow, hear my 
8 griefs 
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1 and ſee my woes unutter- 
able! . „ 


Cozmin ſtopped her for awhile, 
and tried to ſooth her diſtreſs, and 
adviſed her to have patience. 


« Patience!“ ſhe exclaimed, 
« preach patience to the winds |— 


give it to the air that bears a lover's 


broken vows -I need it not. Damp 


is the earth that ſerves me for a 


couch. When the poor fools. of for- 


tune ſhake with the bitter, bitter 
cold I burn. When the man of ſor- 

rows quakes at the noiſe of the tem- 

peſt, I rife and watch the terrors of 
the ſtorm, and laugh much louder 


than the howlings of the wind.” 


Here ſhe pauſed, an hyſteric laugh 


ſucceeded, after which her counte- - 
mw. i. _ © nance _ 


* 
„ 
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Nance ſoftened, and the tears rolled 
rapidly down her cheeks. 


Noarconah knew not how to in- 
terpret what he ſaw and heard ; he 

found his heart palpitate and his 
limbs totter, and obſerved Cozmin's 
countenance working with the in- 
word emotions of his heart. 


The wretched Lunatic fat down 
upon the earth, wiped away her 
tears with her loofe garments, and 
then invited the travellers to ſet 
town beſide her; this being complied 
-with, ſhe began to wiſper Cozmin 
* You are my father,” ſaid the, 
« and have introduced me to de- 
ſtruction. You have my thanks for 
 It—but I'll not ſtay with my ſe- 
ducer! 8 


Saying 


ng 
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Saying this, ſhe caſt a fearful eye 
at Narconah, leaped from the ground, 


and flew rapidly up the ſide of the 


mountain, till ſhe was loſt in the re- 


ceſſes, and they could ſee her no 


| more. 


« What is this ſtrange, this miſe- 


cable being?“ demanded Narconah. 


« She is indeed a miſerable be- 


ing,” replied Cozmin. * Some me- 
lancholy incident of her life has de- 


prived her of her reaſon, and OO: 


her to this forlorn condition.” 


« And - is it poſſible,” rejoined 
Narconah, that the Being you 


would teach me to revere, can wan- 


tonly ſport with his creatures, and 


deprive a human being of the only 


{uperiority it poſſeſſes over the brutes, 
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by deſtroying the ſenſes and the rea- 
ſon ?” 


Such inſtances as theſe,” replied 
Cozmin, © are dreadful examples of 
his power, and fearful proofs of his 
Ennipotence. The human mind is 

the grandeſt work of his creation, 

and when it pleaſes him to ſuſpend 
thoſe faculties which he beſtows, 
we have no right to complain. He 
may ſurely deſtroy that which he has 
made.” 


5 © The argument will Giom- reach 
N beyond my depth,“ ſaid Narconah. 
] am now convinced that religion 1s 
a ſubject of too ſerious a nature to 
be taken up lightly, and requires a 
whole life to ſtudy and to underſtand 
it; I muſt, therefore, wait a better vp 
{portunity for its accompliſhment.” 
E | 4 It 
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« It is thus, from day to day,” ſaid 


Cozmin, © we retard the taſk of im- 


provement. It is thus we linger on 


through life, leaving to to-morrow 


that which we might do to-day.” 


« ] pray you to inform me of what | 


nature is the complaint of this un- 


fortunate being ?” ſaid Narconah. 


« She 1s mad,” replied Cozmin. 
« T have been mad too, and I know. © 


how melancholy is that Rate of ex- 


iſtence; ; all the infirmities that bend 
the body to the earth, the parching 
fevers and the aching pains, that 


ſeize on this corporeal ſyſtem—all 
theſe united in one diſorder, were no- 


thing to the horrible diſaſter that af 
fect the brain. The ſoul ſurvives 

"Ow the body dies; but in this 
WY 6 3 dreadful IT 
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dreadful ſtate, the body may be ſaid 
to have outlived the ſoul.“ 


At this inſtant they beheld an aged 
man ſeated at the door of a hut, and 
advanced towards him. Narconah 
immediately recognized the poor, 
blind, and deſponding wretch, whom 
they had formerly ſeen at the en- 
trance of Fez; the recollection of 
that event filled him with dread and 
apprehenſion, leſt the ſame effect 
ſhould be produced now on his 
friend, that had formerly affected 
dim. e 


Cozmin ſaw and remembered him 
alſo, and finding his young friend en- 
deavouring to draw him from the ob- 
ject before them, turned to him and 


| « ] ſee 


THE CREOLE, 127 


* I fee your intention, and thank 
you for it; but there is now no need 
of the precaution. I am grown more 


familiar with grief, ſorrow has been 


long enough an inmate with me. 
We will, therefore, congratulate the 


poor blind man on his having arrived 
ſo far on his journey; and hear, per- 
| haps, if the wretched lunatie we 


have ſeen, is not, perchance, his 
daughter.” 


. CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 


THE STORY OP THE BLIND MAN 
AND HIS n 


r now. reached this ha 
Cozmin and Narconah ſeated them- 
ſelves beſide him, and immediately 
entered into diſcourſe. 


The old man ſaid, that it was 
indeed his daughter whom they had 
ſeen, and aſked them to enter the 
hut. This they did, and Cozmin 
reminding him of their former meet- 
ing, entreated him to relate to them 
the ſtory of his unhappy child, and 
the circumſtances that had driven her 
to her preſent forlorn condition. 


The blind man N directly— 
66 Her | 
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« Her mother was yet young | 


when I married, I was of a Jealous 


and evil diſpoſition, and my wife was. 
not of a temper to amend my natu- 
ral weakneſs. She was lively and. 


gay, and rather played with my 


frailty, than endeavoured to amend it. 
My poor daughter was born with- 
in a year after our union. Long after 
that event my affection for my wife 


ſuperſeded every other teeling, and I. 
loved her entirely; but, alas! how 
fleeting is human felicity, and how 


changeable are the paſſions on which 


that felicity 2 


1 My Aaugbter grew up ſenſible 
and beautiful; ſhe was the admira- 
tion of all who ſaw her, and I often 
thought my wife was jealous. of the 
charms of her child, for ſhe was her- 
felt in the prime of life, and ſtill 
6 5 eſteemed. 


7 
1 
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wſteemed. a beautiful and charming 


woman. 


« 8 Antonio was a youth of 
good family in Andaluſia, and viſited 
in my family on terms of familiarity 


and friendſhip. I thought with ple - 


ſure, that I perceived a growing 
attachment between him and my 
girl, and encouraged the opportu- 
nities that occurred of bringing them 
together, as I had formed a reſolu- 
tion of never uniting my child to any 

one againſt her inclination. IF 


« I miſtook Antonio for a youth 
of honour, Alas! how fatally was I 
deceived! My girl ſwallowed the 
poiſon I was myſelf affiſting to admi- 
niſter ; and the accompliſhed villain 
obtained his Wanner infamy _ 
wer: ruin. * 


16 Previous 


G 
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« Previous to my making this 
fatal diſcovery, I condemned myſelf 


to endleſs torments. I one night 
returned home earlier than was my 


cuſtom, and aſcending directly up 


| Kairs, thought I heard ſome one 
— before me; I ſeized a light, 
and folowed the ſound into. the 
i of my wite—Qn calling 


aloud, and entering, I found a man, 


with a drawn ſcymitar in his. hand, 


ready to oppoſe mine, which had 


already left its ſcabbard. I turned 
from him, and again flew down to 


my library, where I found my wite, 


who ftanted and trembled when ſhe 
ſaw me; well ſhe nught—my appear- 


the worſt ſpirits. of darkneſs. The 
circumſtance of my finding a man in 
her chamber, was ſufficient proof of 
her © gall, without any others and, 
097 1 * 


ra eon 


without reflection or mercy, I punith- _ 
ed on the ſpot her ſuppoſed guilt, 
and my imaginary diſgrace, 


On returning inſtantly the man 
was gone. By this time the houſe 
was alarmed; my daughter, on be- 
holding what I had done, and hear- 
ing the cauſe, exclaimed it was but 
her Antonio !—and was then ſeized 
with ſudden and dreadful pains; 
her outcries alarmed me—]n fine, ſhe 
was delivered of a boy. 


«© It was too late to redeem when 
I diſcovered my error; but as I 
thought blame imputable to my own 
conduct, for having ſuffered and en- 
couraged the company of her ſe- 
f ducer, I could not blame her alſo. 
I therefore ordered her all attention 
in her confinement, and when I en- 


qu ired 
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| quired for Don Antonio, I learned 
| he had left Spain to travel over to 

Morocco. | | 
c I now ſaw into what a dread- 
ful crime my jealous diſpoſition: had 
led me, and reſolved to expiate my 

guilt by the ſevereſt penances. My 

daughter ſoon recovered—ſhe could 
not bear the ſcoffs of the world; 
and thoſe, united to the Ss of 
her lover, affected her brain. 0 


“ She fled from Andaluſia in diſ- 
guiſe, and found ſome mode of con- 
veyance to theſe mountains; hither- I 
have traced her. On the way my fight | 
failed me, for I am old and miſer- 
able. She is now mad, and wanders 
perpetually among, the caverns and 
hills. Since my arrival here, I have 
heard her ſpeak ; and I have heard 
| | ; her 
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her ſing; ſhe was wont to ſing ſweet- 
ly, but ſhe has not ſeen me yet. It is 
heart-breaking to me, to live near 
my child, and yet to be deprived the 
bleſſing of beholding her; but it is 
the puniſhment of heaven at which I 
dare not to repine. Her boy has 
journeyed with me; you ſaw him at 
Fez. He has been to his mother; ſhe 
bas kifſed him, and wept over him, 
and cried, that her's was, may be, 
Fe a wy as he. 


3 My old heart n and I 

am haſtening home ward to the grave 

— there, all is peace — there no cares, 

no ſorrows ſhall diſturb me. There 
my poor child and I will meet once 

more, and thoſe who were parted in 

life, ſhall be united for ever in death. 


« T would 


1 


* 9 


« ] would fain weep, I would fain 
weep often; but tears, the conſola- 
tion of the wretched, are denied me. 


It is now three years fince I loſt my 
fight; the darkneſs that ſurrounds 


me, accords with the gloomy temper 


of my foul. Deſpair uſurps my 


reaſon, and comfort is ſhut out for 
ever from my heart!” 
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TERMINATION or THE LUNATIC'S 
STORY. 


Ar this 3 Foe were inter- 
rupted by the voice of the Lunatic, 
near the hut, and they all haſtened 
forth to meet her. In her hand ſhe 
led the boy, and was ſinging a ſweet 
and melancholy ſtrain. When ſhe 
perceived them, ſhe flew forward, 
and laughing loudly at Cozmin, ſaid, 


| that he had been viſiting the palace 


of her little boy, to which he was 
then leading her. Then caſting her 


eyes on her father, her countenance 


| ſuddenly fell, and ſhe turned as if 
ful to regard him; ſhe then again 
e 
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| beten ſinging, and ſung the follow- 
ing various and incoherent ſtrain;— 


Beneath yon rock's impending belght, 
Within thoſe dark and dreary cells, 
The Maniac of the mountains dwells, 
Secluded from the realms of light. 
With vacant ſtare and haggard form, FE. 
He wanders thro” the midnight gloom, - 
Or fits upon ſome new-made tomb, 
And wildly whiſtles to the ſtorm; , 
Where phantoms ſwiftly glide alonſg, 
While thus he ings his aH _— om 
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Horror! liſt me of thy crew, 3 
Thro' darkneſs will I follow thee, 

Thro' the fire and water too, 

Whereſoe' er thy dwelling be: 

Or in dreary haunted cave, - 7, 
Or where at night the raven flies, 
Or underneath the rolling wave, HOLE 

Or upward to the azure ſkies 
Whereſoe'er thy dwelling be 
Thro? earth, fire, air, I'll follow thee. 
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She then ſtopped: ſinging awhile, 
and again, in a voice half {mothered 
by _ 9 . 2 


His 
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His voice was as ſweet as the muſic of love, 
His heart was as mild and as true as the dove; 
But fate from my fight his fond image has torn, 
And left me to ſorrow, to weep, and to mourn. 


Recollection now ſeemed to de- 
ſtroy her calmneſs, her eyes rolled 

horribly on all around, as ſhe chang- 

ed her voice and diſſonantly ſupg:— 
See, ſee, his eye-balls fearful roll, 

Big with the horrors of his ſoul! | 


I am not mad, 'tis he who loves me ſo, 
He's mad—and I am doom'd to endleſs woe. 


As ſhe ſung the laſt line, her voice 
ſunk, and her countenance became 
more calm—ſhe ſat down on the 
ground, and viewed the blind man, 
her fathe r. 

4 1 know you, old man,” faid ſhe, 
« you are my father, you are come 
from the grave to marry me to 


Antonio. 
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Antonio.—I know you are dead; 
Antonio told me I had nothing to 
fear from you—but it is him I am 
afraid of. I have made an urn for 
you in the rocks, and there I weep 
and ſtrew wild flowers. I have made 


your epitaph, and I ſing your re- 


quiem. But pray you, ſignor, ws 
1555 kill * _ 2*— 


* on, my poor child! my loved, 
loſt child!” cried the old man, . I am 


indeed thy father, and this—this 1 is 
thy boy.“ 


She now looked him todfultly „ in 
the face; and ſung— 


My true love on billows of fire is toſt, 


Poor Zelica weeps that her lover is loſt; 


Thro' the ocean, the tempeſt, the furnace, I'll fly, 
To catch my true love in my arms e'er I die. 
No, no, I had him now before my eyes, 

But ſee, from my embrace he flies. 


Zelica 
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Zelica now once more turned to her 
father, ſhe looked at him tenderly for 


awhile, then threw her arms about 


his neck and kifſed him. © Poor 
hapleſs old man!“ faid ſhe, © would 


you had my eyes, I know you would 


weep my fortunes. Come hither, 
boy, I will not harm thee—T'Il go 


with thee to yon hut, and thou ſhalt 


fit upon my knee, and fing me to 
repoſe; my old blind father ſhall have 


his eyes again, and ſee me once 
more happy. | 


The boy, the child of Zelica, took 


her hand, and that of the old man, 
and led them filently towards the 


hut, and Cozmin and N arconah fol- 
lowed in ſilencte. 


It was a ſcene of inexpreſſible 


vrretchedneſs; the Lunatic continued 


* 
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to watch her father, and offered to 


guide him. The old man wrung his 
hands, and aſked if ſhe remembered 


him. She then wept, and ſaid it was 
too late for her to receive comfort, 


or ſhe ſhould have it in finding him. 


E We will ſtill be happy, my 


X Zelica, ” ſaid he, © we will ſtill know 
comfort.” 


«© Not in this world,” ſaid ſhe, 


« it is too late; my brain is of late 


too often ſhaken to let me be happy. 


Where is Antonio, my father?“ 


The old man ſhook his head, but 


anſwered not; and they were. juſt 
entering. the hut, when Narconah, 


lifting up his eyes, beheld two tra- 
vellers on mules, deſcending the hill 
towards them. Zelica and her father 

+ ; entered 
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entered the hut, and Cozmin with 
the youth were following, when they 
were accoſted by the travellers. One 
of them quickly diſmounted, and 
haſtily aſked of Cozmin, if he had 
| ſeen thereabout an old blind man, or 
a wretched female who had loſt her | 
fenſes? 


Cozmin replied, that he had ſeen 
both, and demanded his bulineſs, 
telling him he was well acquainted 
with the old man he ſought for. 


„ou know his ſtory, then,” ex- 
claimed the other; © lead me quickly 
to him, I pray you. Tell him that! 
have heard the ſtory of his daughter's 
fate, and come to ſeek them out, to 
make Her reparation—tell him An- 


7 7 


tonio * TE 


« Impoſſible !” 


: ens enneh n. ugh 


and Narconah in a breath. 


Lead me to him,” fajd Antonio. | 


« If you know our ſtory, you ſee 
before you a penitent; I have heard 
the ſtory of their woes, and my heart 


has been ſtabbed with the intelli- 


gence—T am now come, if not too 


late, to reſtore my Zelica, and to 


cheer her poor old father.” 


His voice, well-known and re- 
membered, had brought forth Zelica; | 
a bright gleam of joy overſpread her 
countenance ; but then, as if doubt- 


ful of the reality, the looked at him 
awhile, and ſhrank back from his 


embrace. * Delude me no more!” 


ſaid ſhe, © oft have I ſeen thee, idle 


phantom! and oft have ſtrove to 
" £04124 1196585. ett lh. 
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catch that once-loved form, but 
FRE n ae —9 


No more the "RV my Zelica,” 

| ſaid. he, © but the reality. I have 
not wandered. o'er theſe wilds to de- 
ceive thee any more you may truſt 
me now, my Zelica.“ ef 


_ He then caught * in his arms; 
Zelica reſiſted not, but ſunk weeping 
on his breaſt—ſhe was ſoon another 
being; her ſenſes, long ſhaken by 
inſanity, were not eaſily reſtored to 
tranquillity. The meeting between 
Antonio and his boy was almoſt 
cequally affecting; and the old man 
joined their hands and bleſſed them; 
he ſaid, he now felt one reviving 
hope of comfort, and ſhould go in 
peace to the grave, ſince he ſhould 


leave his daughter happy. 


R 08 
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The frame of Zelica wad as 


her intellect recovered; the travellers 
ſtaid with the happy party, as happy 


as they could well be, till they all 


reſolved to return home. Cozmin 


and Narconah were overjoyed at this 
happy termination of their adven- 
tures, and every heart ſeemed ſatis- 


hed till the hour of ſeparation ar- 
: rived. . 


The parties then bid each other 
farewell, and our * travellers purſued 


their; Journey: 
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' CHAP. XVII 


IN WHICH NARCONAH DELIVERS 

HIS OPINIONS OF THE WORLD HE 
HAS SEEN, AND ARRIVES WITH 
COZMIN AT THE CELL. 


NARCONAH declared himſelf 
tranſported at the termination of this 
adventure; he ſaid the madneſs of 
Zelica had made ſo ſtrong an im- 
preſſion on his mind, that nothing 
could ever remove it; and had ſhe 
not been at laſt made happy, he 
ſhould haye remained for ever un- 
eaſy on her account 


He then proceeded to enquire 
of Cozmin of what nature was the 
paſſion 
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paſſion of love, of which he heard ſo 
much, and of which he could not but 
admire the effects? 


Cozmin replied, * 'Irue love is a 

paſhon engendered in the fineſt re- 
| ceſſes of the heart; it lives in it, and 
never dies but with it. The women 
you have by chance met with, have 


not, I dare ſay, been ſuch as to en- 


danger your happineſs; but the time 


may perhaps come, when you will 


feel its potent clogs. - 


VS hone not,” replied Narconah, 


« J have hitherto heard of little elſe 
but diſaſter and diſtreſs following it. 


I ſhall, therefore, be ſorry to be ex- 


poſed to its cares and troubles.” 


« Much depends on the manner 


in which love is conceived,” ſaid 
= 4-5 Cozmin, 
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Cozmin ; _ according to the nature 
of our paſſion, it may make us happy 
or miſerable.“ 


2 That ſort of union which is the 
reſult of reciprocal and diſintereſted 
love,” rejoined Narconah, © muſt 
aſſuredly be the moſt pleaſing that 
mankind 1s capable of forming.” 


« It is ſo,” replied Cozmin, “ and 
I wiſh you may be fo fortunate as to 
meet with one who may make you 
happy, but beware of forming too 
precipitate a choice. My mind is 
now prepared to enter my former 
ſolitude and ſecluſion; for you, my 
ſon, ſince you have left me, I know 
not what opinions you have formed 
of mankind. The friendſhip of your 
young companion. Haram, ſeems to 


have attached you more firmly to 
; the 
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the world, than all the leſſons and 


advice J have ever given you; anal I 
would fain know how far the plan 


has ſucceeded, upon which, if you 
remember, we ſet out ?” 


EI recolleR,” replied Narconah, 
« we ſet out in ſearch after proofs, 
which were to eſtabliſh in my mind 


the belief of a great Creator; to root 
out the prejudices of confined edu- 


cation, and to ſow the ſeeds of 
knowledge; to cheriſh innate prin- 
ciples of rectitude if you found them, 


and to give me an inſight to the 


nature of right and wrong. 


„ ſhall now briefly confeſs what 
are my opinions—what are the ef- 
fects produced by the experiment 
we have made and what have been | 
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my improvements in the extenſive 
fearch ter knowledge.“ 
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; Cozmin was all anxiety and im- 


patience, and Narconah proceeded : 


It is now, within a few days, 
two years ſince I left Alcovan, and 
the "caſtle and iſland of Othen. In 


this ſpace of time I have had nume- 


rous opportunities of improvement, 


which, I truſt, T have not neglected; 
and in conſequence of which I have 
learned much. 


c have ſeen and viewed men in 


different fituations of life ; and after 


having deliberately thought upon the 


ſubject, I am ultimately of opinion 


that man, notwithſtanding his rea- 


ſon and powers, is by far the moſt 


unhappy of all the animals in crea- 


tion ; 
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tion; perhaps 1 am wrong, but the 


great dearth of happineſs. is too 
viſible to be overlooked, and the ge- 
neral complaints of infelicity, are too 
audible, in all conditions, to be ut- 
tered unheard. By having viſited 
the world, therefore, my | curioſity 


is gratified, but my hopes are diſap- 


pointed. My curioſity was excited 
by the accounts you gave me of man- 
kind, and my expectation was raiſed 
by the firſt obſervations I could make; 


but my curioſity is now ſatisfied, 


becauſe my expectation has been 
diſappointed. I ſet out with great 
hopes of finding the world virtuous, 
and return diſſatisfied, if not diſguſt- 


ed, becauſe I have found it is not 
ſo. . 


and returning to ſolitude and peace, 
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I feel no other regret, than that ot 
having ever abandoned it. 


= The tw” e of youth 
led me on, and the expectation of 
improving my ſtate of exiſtence, by 
diſcovering new modes of happineſs, 
encouraged me to proceed. The 
remainder of my life I would wiſh to 
live remote from the buſtle of man- 
kind. You, and my firſt, my earlieſt 
friend, Alcovan, ſhould accompany 
me; and my laſt loved and lamented 
friend, Haram, ſhould be my deareſt 
companion. In this ſociety I ſhould 
ſcarce perceive the lapſe of time, and 
ſhould never regret it. 


3 With reſpect to knowledge, as 
J fee there is ſo much to be learned, 
I will not endeavour to learn more 


than 1 already know; for I am 
* 
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perſuaded that wiſdom is like wealth, 
which is no longer valuable than 
as it is uſeful in. advancing the fe- 
licity of others. 


I ſhall not want ſubjects, as 
formerly, to employ my time and 
thoughts. The two years that have 
paſſed over me in the world, have 
ſhewn me characters and fights that 
would employ me for ages in reflec- 
8 | 


„With regard to the grand ſubject 
of our ſearch, I have formed no de- 
cided opinion, becauſe you have 
taught me to fear too haſty a deci- 
ſion. On this ſubje& too, I had 
been far happier to have remained 
in ignorance. While my notions of 
right and wrong were ſimply natu- 
ral, I could not act otherwiſe than 
£ ns * ͤ⁰ 
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well; but now that thoſe ideas are 
what you call poliſhed and refined, I 
am for ever in danger of falling into 
error, becauſe I dare not * fol- 
low my own opinion. 


Bere Let us haſten then to our re- 
treat; let me once more enjoy the 
ſweet tranquillity of nature, the 
peaceful ſerenity of unſophiſticated 
retirement. Let me live in ſoli- 
tude and die in obſcurity.—Pride, 
pomp, and ambition, have no charms 
for me. I was tutored in the ſchool 
of nature, and would fain return to 
the ſimplicity which I there left be- 
hind. I envy not the pleaſures of 
the world; the greateſt pleaſures I 
can enjoy, are fuch as are found in 
retirement and friendſhip ; and, poſ- 
ſeſſed of theſe, I ſhall feel no wants 

of ſuperfluity and luxury, and know 


no 
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no cares that agitate the motley in- 
habitants of this crowded and tu- 
multuous world.“ 25 : 


Cozmin, who had liſtened with 


ſtrict attention to the ſentiments of 
his young friend, perceived his opi- 


nions were too firmly rooted to be 
in any way ſhaken, and therefore 


thought it nn at ian to 


drop the * 


The ene morning brought the 


travellers within ſight of the cell of 


Cozmin, and they were alike amazed, 
to find the branches and ſtones they 


had left, removed from the entrance. 


The old man's emotion encreaſed as 
he advanced to his former abode; 


and. Narconah could ſcarce reſtrain 
his impetuous deſire to ſpring for- s 


ward haſtily to the cell, 
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At the moment they were about 
to enter, a youth ſprung from the 
opening, and Narconah caught his 

friend Haram in his arms. Cozmin 
ſtood ſome moments aghaſt ; he 
looked firſt at Haram and then at 
Narconah. 


« Dol beth * ſaid he, © do L 
exiſt! or am I loſt in one of thoſe de- 
lightful viſions, from which I have 
ſometimes awakened to diſappoint- 
ment!“ 


Faram was in an inſtant at the feet 
of Cozmin. 


e It is ſo— l do not dream! I have 
found thee, my child!“ exclaimed 
Cozmin—“ I have again found thee; 
nothing ſhall part us more, my once- 
loſt, my ever- beloved, my own-re- 
Covered Zelia! 
cc Oh, 


y 


THE CREOLE.  T57 


„ Oh, my father!” faid the diſ- 
guiſed Zelia, © I beſeech you to for- 


give me. An ardent curioſity which ö 


you ſuppreſt in my boſom, tempted 
me to abandon you for a time; and 
a reſiſtleſs impulſe which I felt to 


_ proſtrate myſelf before the ſhrine of 


the Prophet, determined me on 'my 


purpoſe. I have but this day re- 
turned, and my grief at not finding 
you I can never expreſs. I thought 
you dead, my father—be Alla praiſed 


> 


that you are ſafe 


Narconah was a filent, but not 


unintereſted ſpectator of this ſcene; 


he felt a variety of unwonted fenſa- 
tions. He had before felt for the 


| pretended Haram all that friend- 
ſhip could infpire, and the ſtrange 


diſcovery he had now made—that 


his friend was a female; beautiful as 
8 5 Ne he 
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he now ſaw her, amid her bluſhes 
and natural modeſty, and amiable 
and innocent as he knew her to be, 
filled him with ſuch emotions as he 
had never before experienced, and 
which he knew not, therefore, how 
to deſcribe. Cozmin watched their 
reciprocal looks of affection; at firſt | 
he was tormented by a fearful doubt, 
till he was perſuaded, at length, that 
their affection was as innocent as it 
was natural and accidental. 


They all entered the cell together ; 
the happineſs of each was ſupported 
on a different baſis, and was unalloyed 
by any worldly care, or by any ap- 
prehenſion of future diſturbance or 
dread. | | 


_ CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


THE PARTY ENTER THE CASTLE 
THROUGH THE VAULTS. 


Pier ſoon retired to reſt, the | 
fatigues of their day's journey requir- 
ed it, and the agitation their minds 
had undergone required it ſtill more; 
for the fatigues of the mind exhauſt ' 
the vigour of the body, in the ſame 
degree that bodily weakneſs inervates 
and weakens the mind. 


They determined to riſe early, - 
that Narconah might enter the Iſland 
and return to his friend ae | 
The new fate of his mind, "HOW: a 
ever, would not ſuffer him to ſleep; 1 
he ſpent the night therefore in rumi- 
nation. | 
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nation. His young friend was per- 
petually before him, he could think 
of nothing, but of the ſexual trans- 
formation of his companion. 


At length the morning peeped 

through the opening of the cell, and 
Narconah aroſe to begin his journey 
ne the vaults. 


That — was now arrived on 
which the twentieth year of Alco- 
van's retirement expired! 


He had for ſome days before been 
looking forward to this period, as to 
one which was to terminate his cares 
and his exiſtence; he endeavoured 
to preſerve his mind in firm and 
manly calmneſs, and, till the day 
arrived, anticipated his behaviouron 


his reception of the Emperor. 
| | But 
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But as the fatal hour approached, 
his mind became leſs firm. The 


approach of expected death is always 


fearful, but to ſuch a man as Alco- 
van it was dreadful; his agitation, 
therefore, encreaſed every hour, and 
his firmneſs at length gave way to 
deſpair; the preſervation of life he 


thought above every other confidera- 


tion, and he flew, as ſoon as it was 


light, into the iſland, and gathered 


certain deadly and poiſonous herbs, 
which he compounded, and infuſed 
their baneful juices into a liquid 


which he prepared, and determined 
to preſent to Selim on his entrance 


into the caſtle. 


hit done, he Abbitte 
termined and deſperate, in a part of 


the Caſtle where he ſhould fee him 
enter, and awaited his own fate with 
apparent 
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f apparent tranquillity, but inward | 
dread. - 


| bene Narconah, bearing a 


lamp in his hand, ſet forward, accom- 


panied by Cozmin and his Zelia. 
They paſſed through the ſeveral 
vaults and caverns, and at length 
reached that ſpot in which Narconah 
had formerly read the inſcription on 
the coffin, and viewed the ſkeleton 
and the Alcoran. Here he turned 
round to obſerve Cozmin, who had 
- hitherto preſerved a profound ſilence 
—he ſaw him pale and trembling, 
and ſtopped to enquire the cauſe. 


The recollection of the ſcenes 
I once witneſſed here, ſaid Cozmin, 
c has ſomewhat deranged me; let 
us proceed, I pray you, and quit this 
. They now pro- 

eee ceeded, 
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ceeded, and ſoon arrived at that place 
in which Narconah had been ſur- 
priſed by the ſudden ſpringing- to 
of the door upon him on his firſt 
leaving the caſtle. Cozmin, to whom 
the whole paſſages were well known, 
touched the hidden ſpring, and gave 
them an unobſtructed entrance. The 
tranſport of Narconah's mind, on 
re- entering the place where he re- 
membered his | childiſh ſports and 
inſtructions, was alone checked by 
the apprehenſions of what might 
have befallen Alcovan in the long 
interval of his abſence; and that re- 
flection encreaſed his haſte to fly 
over the caſtle to diſcover him. 


In the meantime, Selim had ar- 
rived at the Ifland; Alcovan, from 
his watching place, had beheld him 


# 
* 
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on his entrance, and at the fight his 
heart ſunk within him. 


In the bitterneſs of his ſoul's an- 
guiſh, he curſed the Creole as the 
cauſe of all his misfortunes. It at- 
forded him ſome conſolation, how- 
ever, to ſee the Emperor came unat- 
tended, and when his diabolical in- 
tention faultered, he remembered his 


own life was at ſtake, and reſolved to 


adminiſter the fatal potion. 


Selim now entered the Caſtle, and 


Alcovan flew forward to meet him. 

« Where is my ſon?” ſaid the Em- 
Peror. Alcovan anſwered not, but 
proſtrated himſelf before him. © Bring 
me to my ſon,” exclaimed the Em- 
peror, © lay by this idle pomp, which 
gratifies me only when my heart is 
not concerned.” 
Alcovan 
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Alcovan roſe in Glente; and, point- 


ing to his own apartment, walked 


on, and eli m followed him. The 


Emperor's doubts were evident, and 


he haſtily aſked for drink. Alcovan 
ſeized the cup, and firſt, with cuſ- 
tomary reſpect, though without re- 


flection, drinking himſelf a copious 


draught, preſented it to Selim.—Selim 
ſeized the cup, and carried it quickly 
to his lips. — The heart of Alcovan 
ſmote him violently the draught 


of death was already at the lips of 


his king—At the very inſtant, the 
critical moment between life and 
death—the Creole burſt into the 
apartment—Alcovan uttered a loud 
cry, and daſhed the Poiſonous | cup 
from the hand of Selim. 


The Emperor flood icenfuled; mind 


aghaſt, and Alcovan fell at his feet 
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in horror and deſpair. N arconah, 


who knew not how to interpret 
what he ſaw, ſtood transfixed with 


aſtoniſhment. The preſence of the 
ſtranger, the violent action he had 


witneſſed, and the proſtration of his 
preceptor, all conſpired to excite 
freſh wonder and aſtoniſhment. 


In the midſt of this ſcene, the 
Emperor was rouſed by the ſudden 
appearance of Cozmin and Zelia. 


Slave!“ ſaid he to the proſtrate 


| Alcovan, © thou haſt diſobeyed my 
orders. I ſee thy dark intent. Is it 


5 thou or my ſon, that would conſpire 


againſt my life? Thou haſt impoſed 


upon me; thy life ſhall pay the for- 


feit, the lives of both ſhall be for- 
feited: I will not pollute my hands 


by ſhedding © thy blood; but here 


ti . * await 


THE CREOLE: 167 


await the coming of the miniſters of 
my a | 


Saying theſe ere hho from 


the caſtle, and Alcovan roſe from 


the ground, collected and without 


emotion. He perceived not the 


ſtrangers in his apartment, but turn- 
ing to his deſk, without noticing 
Narconah, ſnatched his pencil, and 
wrote the following ſentences: 


- 


« Selim of Morocco, I am about 


to die; the ſame cup that would 
have ſnatched the ſovereign from 
your empire, has ſnatched me from 


myſelf; I can now ſay Tam prepared | 


to die. Vou have purſued a miſ- 


taken plan of education, and I am 


doomed to forfeit my life for the 
failure of 4 experiment. 1 have 


but 


<1 
1 
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but have been diſappointed in the 
- accompliſhment of your intention 
You will now learn to vie no more 
with nature; you will learn that her 
dictates are not to be counteracted 
| by the art of man. You will learn 
that man ſhould not arrogate to him- 
ſelf the power of his Maker. Man is 
a ſocial being, and was not deſtined 
to live in ſolitude. Had you been leſs 
ſanguine, you had been leſs liable to 
diſappointment ; and had you been 
| Teſs feared, you had had leſs cauſe of 


fear from my apprehenſions. I knew 


you were a tyrant, and expected the 
conſequences that are about to enſue 
from your diſappointed hopes. I 
knew my own life was at ſtake, and 
therefore reſolved to ſacrifice yours. 
The appearance of your Son, how- 
ever, after an abſence of two years, 


at ors awful moment when the poi- 
| | fon 
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ſon was already at your lips, has 


ſaved your life. The blow I had 


_ reſolved to ſtrike, has recoiled upon 


myſelf. I have ſwallowed part of 
the ſame poiſon I meant for you. 
Selim! farewell! the pernicious 
draught is already working in my 


' veins. The time will arrive, when 
you will lament that your impetuoſity 


has ſacrificed me—you will diſcover 


my good intentions, when it is too 


late to reward them 


Vo. 11. x CHAP. 
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CHAP. xIx. 


DEATH oF ALCOVAN, AND DEPAR- 


TURE OF COZMIN, ZELIA, AND 
NARCONAH. 


WIEN Alcovan had finiſhed writ- 
ing, he roſe deliberately from his ſeat; 
he regarded Narconah for a time 
with a fixed attention; his eyes 
then paſſed to Cozmin, and on ſeeing 
him he ſtarted and turned pale. It 
was the ſame phantom, the ſame ob- 
je& of aſtoniſhment and terror he 


[ had formerly ſeen, and the emotions 
of his mind convulſed and ſhook his 
frame. 


But ſoon a more potent operation 
ſucceeded; the poiſon he had im- 
i bibed 
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bibed was already darting through 


his entrails its ſubtle and- pernicious 


qualities; his face was diſtorted by 
agony ; his limbs tottered and ſwelled, 


and his countenance was overſhadow- 
ed by the pale i. of the ne 


foe of man. 


In his agony he claſped the hand 


of Narconah, while his eyes, fierce 
and convulſed, turned frequently to- 
wards him—his pains WW 


ſubſided. 


4 ] die,” ſaid he, © and die de- 
ſpairing. Whether -there be hell or 
heaven, I know not; but this I 
know, that no hereafter can be more 
agonizing to the damned, than- guilt 
is ever to the wretch on earth. Nar- 
conah, I have miſled you, in obedi- 


ence to the orders of your father.— - 


12 Read 
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Read this ſcroll when I am dead—1 
have prepared it for the event — 
Would you be happy ; nay, would 
youeven live, fly from this fearful ſpot. 
The Emperor's reſentment will ſa- 
crifice you. You know the ſecret 
ways ; begone then while there is yet 
time.” 


Narconah knelt and wept over 
his friend; while Cozmin, and the 
fair Zelia, were employed in aſſiſting 
ITT OE 


The countenance of Alcovan a gain 
exhibited a picture of torture, horror, 
and 1 


l feed it now,” be exclaimed, 
« it burns my very ſoul—ſometimes 
conſuming like a flame of fire, and 


now 
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now like ice it freezes. Oh! mercy, 
Alla! it ruſhes to my brain!“ 


The glowing embers of life were 
faded in an inſtant, the cold finger of 
death was on his heart, and the 
filence of the tomb was faſtened on 
his lips. 


The ſpectators viewed - awhile the 
ſcene, till the fears of Zelia awakened 
them to. flight. The noife of num- 
bers without encreaſed upon them, 
and they all haſtened to the gallery, 
to accompliſh their retreat. 


Ihe Emperor's ſlaves, with ſabres 
in their hands, were already at one 
end of the gallery, as they retreated 
to the other, and Cozmin cloſed the 
pannel on retiring. They now haſ- 
tened back to the cell, and Cozmin 

1 3 urged 
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urged their immediate departure 
from that ſpot, as it muſt be at all 
events dangerous to tarry longer 
. there. 


Narconah, whoſe mind was agita- 
ted nearly to diſtraction, gave him- 
| ſelf up totally to the guidance of his 
friend, who inſtantly 1 for 
their 1 


Cozmin then retired to an inner 
cave alone, where he ſtaid ſome mi- 
nutes, and returned with a writing 
in his hand, which he put carefully 
in his boſom; and they all bade 
adieu to the cell of Cozmin— the 
calm abode of re ee 


The travellers, once more on the 
world, haſtened over the country, till 

ey reached the neareſt  ſea-port 
| town, 
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town, where Cozmin procured a paſ- 
ſage in a veſſel, then fortunately ſet- 
ting ſail, and without even demand- 
ing what was the place of its deſtina- 
tion. This fcene was again new to 
Narconah ; his mind, for awhile, for- 
got the late horrid ſcene, of which 
he had been a ſpectator, in contem- 
plating the wonders of the main, 5 
and the inventive genius of man. 


He thought the art of navigation the 
greateſt work of ingenuity; and re- 
peatedly aſked, who was the hero 
that firſt ventured from the ſhore. 


The veſſel in which they were 
embarked was a neutral ſhip of mer- | 
chandize, and was then croſſing the 
Atlantic, and bound for the iſland of 
Jamaica. The parties each changed 

14 Sn their 5 
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their name, in order to ſecure them. 
from diſcovery. 


/ They had not been long on the 
ſea, before Cozmin took the writ- 
ing from his boſom,” which he had 
brought with him from his cell, 
in order to place it more ſecurely, 
when a ſudden guſt of wind carried 
it from his hand into the ſea, and 

It inſtantly ſunk to the bottom. 


'  Narconah and Zelia ſtood beſide 
him; he ſtretched out his hand in- 
ſtinctively to ſave it, and remained 
ſome minutes with his eyes fixed 
on the waters, as if to trace the re- 
mains of his ſcroll; at oO he 
| 


In The maiek of paſt events; of 
| | ſights urſholy, and of deeds of blood, 
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is now buried in the great waters. 


If fate preſides—perhaps *tis beſt it 


9 


ſhould be. I will now be for ever 


ſilent on the ſubject. The ſecret myſ- 
teries of the caſtle of Othen, and the 
hidden wonders of the cavern, ſecret 


and hidden ſhall for ever remain. 


It is the will of heaven that theſe 


ſhould be buried in oblivion, the re- 


cords of which lie now buried in the 


ſtormy deep. Urge me not, my chil- 


dren, on the ſubject. Suffice it to 
ſay, Narconah, that in your infanc y 


E. bore you from the caſtle, when I. 
found you, and imagined you aban- 
doned and expoſed ; that I reſtored: 
you, becauſe I found one in the caſtle 


to watch over you, and that I had 


often my attention fixed on you, 


when you little thought any one was 


near. Had Lknown then, what 1 


know now, reſpecting the principles 
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in which you have been educated, 


I ſhould have had no heſitation to 


draw you from your priſon. Be Alla 


praiſed, your mind has maintained its 
natural purity, and drawn you from 
a world where vice predominates 
and virtue is left forlorn. 


„ The death of Alcovan has had 
this fortunate effect. It was dread- 


 ful—it was ſuch as makes me doubt 


if he was a good man. I have ſeen 
the good man die, and his death has 
been peaceful. Death is to the vir- 


tuous the end of toil; to the wicked 


it is the beginning of horror. This 
we ſhould all remember in life, that 


the hour of death will come. 


| 0 As the whirlwind ſweeps the 

ſurſa e of the earth, and leaves be- 
hind it deſti uction and deſolation, fo 
2 : | - as 
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the cold hand of death graſps at 


all ages, and mercileſs of man lays 


waſte the world; while the poor 
' remnant that he leaves behind, tarry 
but awhile to bear the melancholy 
mourner's part. 


We are now ſearching for a re- 


treat, for a ſolitude like that we have 
left; you will wiſh to be with me, 
and my Zelia will not abandon me. 
Thus we will live in peace; we 


will forget the paſt events of our 
lives; we will look forward ſerenely 


to the future, and enjoy, while we 
can, the life which has been given 


us for the purpoſes of enjoyment.” 


1 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX, 


SUBSEQUENT REFLECTIONS OF 
THE EMPEROR. 


Tur wind being fair 65 their Voy- 
age, they landed ſafely upon the ſhore 
of Narconah's native place. 


They all departed. immediately 
from the port, and haſtened up into 
the country, and Cozmin employed 


- himſelf, as they went along, in forming 


| plans for their future manner of liv- 
—_ 


While the party thus fortunately 
| ſecured themſelves by flight, Selim 
* 92 entered the caſtle; he 
found 
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found the corpſe of Alcovan ſtretched 


upon the floor, and in reading the 


letter he had left behind him, con- 


viction . flaſhed upon his mind, and 
regret for a ſhort time wrung his 
heart. 


He cauſed a diligent ſearch to be 
made in the Caſtle for the ſtrangers 


he had ſeen there, and among whom 
he knew he muſt have ſeen his ſon. 


At length, in order to force them 
forth, if they were anywhere ſecreted, 
he ordered his attendants to ſet fire 


to the building, and he ſaw the flames 


riſe, and the towers fall, without any 


ſatisfaction, till the whole was a maſs 
of ruins. 


After two days indefatigable ſearch, 
he abandoned the iſland, and depre- 


ciated his own ſenſe, when he la- 
mented 
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mented his experiment as fooliſh and 
uſeleſs. e 


1 The . of Selim was cer- 
tainly founded upon principles of 
true philoſophical enquiry. Had it 
ſucceeded in the latitude he wiſlied, 
there is-no doubt he might have ac- 
quired much knowledge of the un- 
tutored qualities of the human heart. 
. He might have learnt the poſitive 
- energy of the mind, from the relative 
offices of reaſon, by obſerving how. 
far the natural bent of diſpoſition 
was corrected or regulated by the 
intuitive ſee of 1 and en 


Fe or the loſs aK bis ow. whom * 
now concluded gone for ever, Selim 
felt few pangs, except thoſe of re- 
gret, that his expectations had been 
fruſtrated and his hopes diſappointed. 
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It was an experiment his reaſon 
had made, in which his. heart. was. 
little concerned ; for the feelings of 
paternal: love had been entirely ab- 
ſorbed in what he rightly deemed a 
metaphyſicalreſearch into the ſtrength 
of nature, and the force of the hu- 
man intellect. =. 


He left the iſland with as much 
apparent compoſure as if his wiſhes 
| had been gratified in their fulleſt 
extent. He inwardly lamented, 
however, that he had loſt a ſon, 
who might have proved a future 
ornament to his throne; and re- 
turned to Morocco, ſoured by diſ- 
appointment, and diſguſted on that 
account with the world. 1 


The death of Alcovan he conf der- 
ed as a thing of ce and rejoiced 
* 
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only, that he had not himſelf been 
induced oy paſhon to deſtroy him. 


He congratulated himſelf on the 
eſcape he had made, and wondered 
at the deſperate refolution of Alco- 
van, and the daring attempt he had 
made upon his life. His firſt care 
on his arrival home was to ifſue a 
proclamation, ordering diligent ſearch 
to be made round the country, and 
every precaution to be taken to ap- 
prehend the perfons he had ſeen, 
whom he had but indifferently de- 
ſeribed. Theſe were by that time 
however embarked, and gone be- 
yond the reach of his nen and: his 
vengeance. 


In the meantime Selim heard 
from thoſe whom he bad ſent to 
examine the iſland, the long exiſting 
„ report, 
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report, that thoſe ancient remains 
were haunted by ſome evil ſpirit'; 
and the remembrance of what he 
had himſelf ſeen at his firſt viſit, 
and the ſtrange incidents that had 
ſucceeded, created reſtleſs and uneaſy 
ſenſations in his mind. 


The fudden appearance - of the 
forms he had ſeen at his laſt viſit 
there, and their as ſudden and ſtill 
more myſterious diſappearance, tend- 
ed to confirm, to demonſtration, that 
which at firſt alarmed him only as 
a ſuppoſition. He concluded that 
his ſon was impriſoned by beings of 
the air, in ſome ſecret receſs of the 
earth, or rendered inviſible by the 
myſtic conjurations of ſorcerers or in- 
fernal agents. 


The 
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The Emperor now, for the firſt 
time, ſincerely lamented that Alco- 
van was no more. He thought that 
had he lived, he might have diſcloſed 
to him ſecrets relative to the Caſtle, 
and the myſteries in which its ſtory 
was enveloped; and in vain regret- 
ted, that if any records remained, 
his impetuoſity in deſtroying the an- 
cient edifice, had bund them in 
eternal oblivion. 
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CHAP. XXI. 


THE PARTY SETTLE. AND REMOVE. 
IN THE HOPE OF STILL IM 
PROVING THEIR HAPPINESS. © 


In the meantime -Cozmin, Narco- 
nah and Zelia, advanced up the 
country, and at length arrived at a 
ſpot of ground, which offered temp- 
tation to them to bann there. 


It was a ſmall and beautiful valley, | 
ſurrounded by the mountains and the 
rocks, and divided in ſeveral: parts 

by little rivulets. On a fort of iſland 
ſtood an old hut, formed of reeds, 
but nearly unroofed, and which had 
formerly been the habitation of ſome 


of the negroes. 
10 
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To this hut they paſſed over the 
ſtream by means of a plank, and 
finding the inſide divided into three 
or four ſmall rooms, determined to 
repair it with all poſſible ſpeed, and 
to take up their abode there, at leaſt 
e. 


With the reeds they gathered 
from the lake, they ſoon completed 
their repairs; and Cozmin manufac- 
tured in rough forms a couch for 
each room, which be interwove with 
ruſh-work, and made commodious, 


though clumſy. 


In this ſpot they ſettled in peace- 
ful tranquillity ; of the planters Coz- 
min purchaſed all the abſolute neceſ- 
faries of life, and hid his little treaſure 
in the earth, leſt the knowledge of 

5 u 
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it ſhould tempt the poverty of wy 
of the ſlaves to plunder. | 


Cozmin kept Narconah to conſtant | 


and laborious exerciſe, and accuſ- 


tomed him alſo to abſtraQ diſquiſition 


and philoſophical reaſoning ; urging, 
that a conſtant intellectual exerciſe 


is neceſſary to draw forth the latent 


powers of the mind, and is as ſer- 
viceable in ſtrengthening the mental 
faculties, as corporeal exerciſe 18 
conducive to Oy vigour. 


* innocent and Grin affection = 


ciprocally warmed the hearts of the 
young people; the ſingular and fimi- 


lar circumſtances of their education, 


and the equal ſimplicity of their 
manners, kept them imperceptibly 
together; they often ſpent the hours 


in converſing on the different ſenſa- 


tions | 
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tions they had experienced in ſoli- 
tude; and Narconah wondered that 
Zelia had lived ſo many years, with 
the world in her view, without ever 
before venturing forth on her ſearch. 


The party, ſettled and happy in 
their retirement, had now no thought 
of removing from their preſent habi- 
tation they had paſſed through the 
world, and had learned that to en- 
courage a reſtleſs and wandering diſ- 
poſition, was not the way to be happy 
they had learned that felicity is 
not a local inhabitant, but a tenant 
of the world; that all climates and 
all ſituations can produce it, when 
5 ſought with a contented mind; and 
that to procure and to enjoy it, only 
ee a perſevering and a ne 
ſearch. | 
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Thus the* meanneſs of their habi- 
tation was no objection; for they 
were alſo convinced, that the poſſeſ- 
| ſion of external grandeur, was leſs 
eſſential to happineſs than that of 
internal content. 


dreſs. cuſtomary. for her ſex, was 


one day wandering in the valley, 


and having ſtrayed farther than was 
her cuſtom, ſhe loſt herſelf in one of 


the woods with which the country 


abounded, and becoming ſoon alarm- 


ed and fatigued, ſhe was overjoyed 
at diſcovering a neat cottage, ſur- 


rounded by a little plantation of 


ſugar canes and cotton. 


| She 0 heſitated ſome | moments be- 


fore ſhe advanced, till at laſt a 
woman appearing at the entrance, 
yas encouraged 
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encouraged her to proceed. The 
ſtranger, on perceiving Zelia, drew 
back into her lonely hut, and gently 
cloſed the door. Zelia however | 
knocked, and aſked for the direction 
to the valley, and the friends whom 
ſhe had loſt. | 


The ſtranger now opened the door, 
and gazed earneſtly at her beautiful 
young viſitor; there was nothing in 
ber appearance to excite ſuſpicion, 

and the therefore invited her in. 


She ſaid, ſhe knew nothing of the 
new inhabitants of the valley, as ſhe 
ſeldom ftrayed farther than the borders 
| lived of the wood, in which ſhe had 
eleven years, and which was become 
dear to her, from having been for- 


merly the abode of all her friends, I 


whom ſhe once left there, and whom 
IT. 3 
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me bad ſurvived. She added, that 


one of the planters came at the pro- 


per ſeaſons to purchaſe the produce 
of her little plantation, which afford- 


ed her a ſufficiency for ſubſiſtence 
2 the year. 


After Zelia had reſted herſelf ſome 
time, the ſolitary tenant of the hut 


conſented to accompany her to the 
borders of the wood, and to put her 


on the way back to that part of the 
valley which ſhe deſcribed. Zelia 
returned many thanks for her hoſpi- 
tality and kindneſs; and the ſtranger, 


in return, ſaid ſhe ſhould be WI 


by . her again. 


As Gln . the Ku and 


her friends, whom ſhe found anxious 
on account of her abſence, and re- 


joiced at her return. 
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When ſhe deſcribed her adven- 
ture, and ſpoke of the female ſtrang- 
er, her account was ſuch as naturally 
excited curioſity; ſhe painted her of 
a a middling age, of a majeſtic ſtature, 
and of eaſy and affable manners; yet 
obſerved, that there was ſomething in 
her converſation and appearance, 
which beſpoke her a daughter of 
affliction. The day was ſpent in 
making vague ſuppoſitions who this 
ſtranger might be, and finiſhed with 
their all forming a reſolution to viſit 
her in the morning. | 


Zelia was delighted with having 

-} found one of her own ſex, who 
might prove a friend, and roſe early 
to expedite the propoſed viſit to her. 


Cozmin had formed ſcruples with ; 
reſpect to an intruſion on her ſoli- 
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tude, but was ſilenced, or out-argued, 


by the ſanguine eloquence of youth- 


ful curioſity. 


As Zelia had received directions 


of the road, they ſoon found their 


way, and the ſtranger ran out to 


meet them. She at firſt appeared 
diſpleaſed at the multiplied intruſion, | 
till ſtruck by the ſerious and venera- 


ble deportment of Cozmin. 


They ſpent ſome hours with the 


ſtranger. Her converſation was dig- 


nified, as was her aſpect, and though 


marked by melancholy was yet pleaſ- 
ing. Whatever was the ſecret bias, 
ſhe felt herſelf inwardly attached to 
her new eviſitors; and when they de- 


parted, made them promiſe to viſit 
her again ſoon. oh 
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This was exactly what they wiſh- 
4 and the acquaintance was culti- 
vated, till on all fides it grew into 
friendſhip; and the parties reſolved to 
unite their habitations, and live be- 
.neath the ſame roof. 


They were now ſometime em- 
ployed in erecting a new hut, and at 
length completed it, and removed 
their ruſtic furniture from their old 
habitation. The Stranger ſeldom 

expreſſed a curioſity to hear their 
ſtory; but when ſhe did, it was ut- 

| tered with ſudden ardour, and was 
almoſt inſtantly ſuppreſſed. 


She 15. nd into private con- 
verſation with Narconah; at theſe 
times the ſubject of Cozmin's firſt 
enquiry generally preſented itſelf. 


'The religious nnn he expreſſ 
ed 
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ed appeared to diſtreſs the ſtranger, 
for ſhe found her heart, - ſhe knew 


not why, intereſted in his anſwers 
and i in his welfare. 


Cozmin, at length, urged by the 
repeated intreaties of Narconah, con- 
ſented to read to him the record 
with which Alcovan in his laſt mo- 
ments had preſented him, and of 
which he had immediately taken 
charge. 


« Tam now about to inform you, 
ſaid he, of the ſtory of your birth, 
and the ſingular events that paſſed in 
your younger days. It is not every 
diſpoſition I ſhould entruſt with the 
ſecret I am now going to repoſe in 
you; but I believe your heart too 
good to be affected by nominal 
wealth and nominal diſtinctions, and 
x3. *- - 
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your underſtanding too firm to give 
way to the error of Way, or the 
vice of pride.” 


Narconah replied not, his anxiety 

was encreaſed by the greater degree 
of expeCtation which this prelude 
created; and the party waited in 
ſilence as Cozmin unfolded the re- 
cord from his boſom, and thus read 


aloud. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


— — — 


THE CONCLUSION. 


x My twentieth year of ſecluſion 


is now expiring. I ſee before me 
deſpair and death, and am unwilling 
that, if you ſhould ever return, you : 


ſhould remain ignorant of your birth. 
You have called me often your 
father; though I am not ſo, I have 
ated towards you as one much 
more than he who naturally is ſo. 


« Your father condemned you in 
infancy to confinement in ſolitude, 


to gratify an idle, if not profane cu- 
rioſity, and to make an abſurd ex- 
periment on nature. | 


« I have watched over your in- 


fancy, and over your mind in child- - 
; „ hood; 
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hood; and if in ought I have miſled 
your underſtanding, it has been an 
error in judgment, and not a want 
of good intention. 


Man is of all created things the 
moſt ſo ial; and He acts againſt na- 

ture and reaſon who attempts to 
make him otherwiſe. Such however 
I has been the purſuit of your unnatu- 
ral parent. I Sa: now inform you 
who this parent is.“ 


At this inſtant, Cozmin caſting 
his eyes around him, beheld the 
Stranger pale and trembling with 
ſome unwonted emotion, and laid 
down the ſcroll to aſſiſt her, and 
learn the cauſe of her agitation. The 
Stranger recovered ſufficiently to en- 
treat him to proceed, and he thus 
continued: © Selim, Emperor of Mo- 
rocco, is your father.“ 
3 | | 0 Ft 
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It is ſo!” exclaimed the Stran- 
ger, throwing herſelf on the neck of 
| Narconah, It is my child! my 


own loſt boy | my heart told me it 


was ſo, and nature guided it to 


the diſcovery. Oh! my child, I 


thought I had loſt thee for ever |—T 
had formed my mind to reſi gnation, 


and never even hoped to behold you 
any more. Tell me, haſten to tell 


me, by what miracle I ſee you here? 
Has the Emperor relented? Has he 


ſent you to ſolace my affliction and 


my griefs p27 20) 


0 The perſon of whom you ſpeak,” 


ſaid Narconah, returning his mother's 
embrace warmly, © I know not. It 
is enough for me that I have found 
one parent. Cozmin has been a fa- 
ther to me ever fince 1 "POT: from 
Alcovan.” 


* 
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Let us hear the remainder of the 
writing,“ ſaid Zelia, in amazement; 
and he again proceeded. 


It went on to . Narconah, 
that by the expreſs order of the 
Emperor, he was forbid teaching 
him ought on the ſubject of religion; 
and that he was to keep him in ig- 
norance of the exiſtence of the world 
beyond him, and all that it con- 
tained. It next related the hiſtory of 
his birth, and Elmira was diſturbed at 
the recollection of thoſe events which 
had ſucceeded. 

After a pauſe of ſome minutes, 
| ſhe related the ſubſequent part of 
her hiſtory, with which they were 
not acquainted. That the Emperor, 
naturally of a fickle temper, and of 
a mind little calculated for conſtancy 
in love, had at firſt neglected, and at- 


terwards 
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terwards abandoned her; that after 

remaining at Morocco near nine 
years, he had at length ordered her 


to return to Jamaica, and refuſed 


all her entreaties to ſee the ſon of 
whom he had robbed her. : 


' Narconah, in the diſcovery of his 
mother, felt every ſenſation of filial 


affection and reſpect. His happineſs 

was now unalloyed by any unpleafing 
reflection, except when he thought 
of Alcovan; and the feeling qualities 
of his heart were wounded by the 


fatal cataſtrophe he had witneſſed. 


In this little ſpot happineſs ſeemed 
to have fixed her abode; tranquillity 
and peace divided the hours with 
rational mirth, and the days and 


months as they revolved, attached 
the heart of each more firmly to the 


other. 
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On the ſubject of religion, Nar- 
- conah talked often with his mother; 


though he could not be perſuaded to 


adopt any regular ſyſtem of belief 
which his reaſon did not acknow- 


ledge, or to feign a conviction of ; 


what his heart could not approve. 


It was now the month of Auguſt, 
and the ſtorms and hurricanes were 
alarming and terrific, It was after 
a night which the. whole party had 
ſpent in contemplating the fury of 
the ſtorm, that Narconah confeſſed 
to his friends, that he had thought 
Jong and deeply upon the ſubject, 
and was at length inclined to believe 
in the exiſtence of a ſuperior Power; 
of a Being whoſe hand directed the 
hurricane, and. reined-in the ſtorm. 
from running to exceſs, _ 


This 


THE CREOLE. 205 


This confeſſion rejoiced the hearts 
of his friends, and there now wanted 

but one event to complete the hap- 8 
pineſs of the parties. 


The lovely and innocent Zelia, 
though always happy in the compa- 
ny of Narconah, was yet ever un- 

eaſy leſt ſome accident ſhould de- 
prive her of him ; and when Cozmin, 
who had beheld their mutual affection 
and felicity with true joy, at length 
propoſed their union; it was with 
unveiled joy that each received the 
hand of the other. Elmira joined 
their hands, and beſtowed her bleſſing 
on them; and Cozmin declared the 
wiſhes of his heart accompliſhed, and 
his Happinels ee, — 


Selim lived in 3 ee 
for the loſs of bis ſon, and other 
misfortunes of his life, which his 
own 
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__ own folly had occaſioned, and died 
in * and __ | 


When Cozmin ak the debt of 
nature, it was in hope and reſigna- 
tion. He always ſ-oke of his ap- 
proaching death as the end of a 
long journey; where he ſhould reſt 
from his fatigues, and Join his 
wife and his friends. _ 


Elmira's declining days were calm 


and tranquil, and brightened by the 
proſpect of leaving her children and 
their bens en 


N arconah ail Zelia ſpent their 
lives in ſerene and pure felicity ; 
their children were educated in their 
own innocence and ſimplicity, and 
while they watched the progreſs of 


ſenſe, and the opening charms of 


8 55 they ſtudied and learned the 
nature 
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nature of the. human mind. Every 
virtue, like the young ſhrub in the 
hands of the planter, they nurtured 
and careſſed, and when Zelia once 
talk ed of the miſeries of aged lle, x 
Narconah replied : | 
« The cgi ſteep of age is 
only painful to thoſe oppreſſed by - 
worldly care; to us it ſhall be other- 
wiſe. The care of our children, my 
Zelia, and the inſtruction of their 


minds, ſhall preſerve us from ever 


feeling the burden of years. I look _ 
forward with pleaſure to the time- 

that is-before us, when the dawning 
beauties of indigenous virtue ſhall be 
encouraged in the young mind, 
when {ſimplicity ſhall be imhibed 
from habitual innocence, unſophiſti- 
| cated by refinement, and unſpoiled 
by the allurements that gratify ſen- 
ſuality, but corrupt ſociety. | 
« When 
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. Whot we die: we'ſhall not leave 

2 bein a wealthy inheritance; but we 

” ſhall leave them one which will be 

. better than wealth! for we will leave A 
"hen he Inheritance 55 e 2 5 


3 in the pmg of. A, de. 
 lightful theory, the: years were” Paſs 
fed in peace; no cares diſturbed if 
no fears diftreſſed-them ; they lived - - © 
unohſerved and unenvied, and knows _. 0 
22 0 Jaxnties.they knew no: wants. 
Their little hut was always a2 


nz retreat; it was built fecurè 7 44 
> TOW the weather, and above th 
teach of the gn aid; they 


berded not either 3. But! heir the 
hurricane and the. tonapeſt ſhaok tlie 
iſland,” they conteinplated the ſtorm 


with calmneſs, and heaved a figh en 
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